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H HGold touches $700 an ounce 


l|j £& ¥% J )NDON,jari. 15 (R) — The price of gold touched $700 an 
* V*,| I rnce. for a brief moment on world martlets today as anxiety 
'?ead over the Afghanistan and Iranian crises. The recent wori- 
ide nidi for gold, which had sees a lull last week, regained 
f \ K I nnenrura after unconfirmed rumours that Soviet troops had 
|J 1 fipn gathering on- the Afghan-Iranian frontier, dealers said. 

4 V (Political tendons ovcf Iran and Afghanistan have spurred the 
Kir |» imatic rise of the^old price in recent weeks. Gold was fixed at 
i f. i regular price-setting session on the London bullion market at 




.. . 

iiiid $2 an ounce this morning, around $18.50 above yesterday’s 
l,r &ndon dose. The metal went on to be fixed on the London 
trket this aftemoon.at a new record level of $684 an ounce. In 
:w York afterwards, gold touched $700 for a few moments 
• iu ' 1 fore falling bade to between $680 andi f $685. 
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Talwan loses bid to join Olympics 


J LAUSANNE, Switzerland, Jan. 15 (AP)— Taiwan today lost its 
(legal bid to take part in the 1980 Olympic Games in Moscow as 
the Republic of China. A Swiss dvfl court ruling turned down- 
; Taiwan’s request for a temporary, injunction suspending the 
i International Olympic- Committee's decision that it change its 
Olympic name — Republic of China, — flag and national anthem 
‘to make way for mainlan d China’s re-entry into the Olympic 
movement. The court’s decision, was confirmed to the Associated 
Press by Mr. Francois Vargard, lawyer for the Lausanne-based 
IOC. The r uling appeared to dear the way for opening the Lake 
Placid winter games as scheduled although Taiwan could still 
appeal. 
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, v '1YADH, Jan. 15 (AP) — Saudi Arabia today denied the ends- 1 
, - nee of tension or any cooling of relations with the United States. 
‘ a unearned official spokesman quoted by the Saadi Press 
gency declared: “such reports are baseless and the relations 
. . ^ tween the two countries are normal.” He added: “There is no 
. asion or any cooling in these relations.” The news agency said 
l ( V 1 ■ e reports circulated following a statement by Crown Prince 
t,]id last week that Saudi Arabia would blow up its oil fields in 
' 'se of a United States invasion. Sandi Arabia would never allow 
' ‘ ' .e establishment of any military bases on its territory or grant 
-military facilities ‘‘either to the Americans or to others” Prince 
1 - ■ ihd added in an interview with Beirut’s As Safir newspaper. His 
itement about the blowing up of the oil fields was in reply to a 
* o J /potheticaJ question of what the Saudi reaction would be if the 
^ limited States invaded Saudi Arabia to protect the oil fields. 

AVIV, Jan. 15 (AP) — The first shipment of Israeli news- 


4pers was sent to Cairo today to go on sale in Egypt,another sign 
L , normalisation between the former enemies. Under the recip- 

> I <1 S n0[ ^ agreement signed last month, the first Egyptian papers and 
s hgazines were scheduled to reach Israeli newsstands tomorrow 
1 CSireri Officials said the Israeli papers would have to be cleared 

t Egyptian censors before going on sale, but Egyptian papers 

■ 5 i. .\- L ,jOuId not be screened here. Two East Jerusalem newspapers 
i * v rbucb oppose the Israel-Egyptian peace treaty and support Pales- 

. .. <", lian independence refused to take part in the exchange. t 

\ t: ■■■■ 1 -v- EL AVIV, Jan. 15 (R)-- Israel's inflation reached 111.4 percent 
!i: - 'at year, the highest annual rate since the establishment of the 
*• • f -ionist state. Final figures for the year came with the publication 

:u. -iday of the 8.1 per cent rise in the cost of living index for 
‘ .ecember. Finance ministry officials said the December increase 
• * ■ • ' i >i - as a first, encouraging sign that stringent anti-inflationary meas- 
. u-j-’es introduced by Finance Minister Yigal Hurwitz, who took 
' - • ; free in November, were having effect. The index had risen by 

.. i- “ .ore than 10 per cent in some previous months. 

‘ j . ' EHRAN, Jan.. 15 (R) -- Iran is to review ail agreements on' 

A ' :plo ration of the oil-rich Gulf continental shelf under a law 
\ !!. issed by the ruling Revolutionary Council last week, Oil Minis- 

’ [t Ali Akbar Moinfar told Reuters in a telephone interview 
„ ! day. “Under a law fromthe Revolutionary Council, a special 
' ‘ ; ; " >m mission will review all these pacts as to whether they are in 
ic with Iran's nationalisation laws,” Mr. Moinfar said. “The 
. ! unmission has not stalled yet but it wflfbegfa work soon. I think 

1 will take about two months to complete the review,” the minis- 
' “x said. I ; 

■ . ? OHA, Jan:. 15 (R) -The French foreign trade minister, Mr. 

. . ^-Francois Deniau, arrivpd in Dolm today frbra Abu Dhabi on 

■ 1 ? third leg of a Gulf tpux.French emba^y sources here said the 

. .=.»o-day visit aims mainly at preparing a visit to the Gulf in March 

.y French President Valery Giscard (TEstaing. He is also 

. . . jpected to discuss trade relations with Qatari officials. The 
each minister has already visited Kuwait and the United Arab 
, . tnirates. 

• " • EHRAN, Jan. 1 5 (AP) — A bomb exploded under an official car 

• f the Turkish consulate in the western city of Orouraieh today, 

• ' id another device exploded near the front door of the consulate, _ 

■ -ehran radio reported. The radio said the explosions damaged the 

a it and broke windows at the consulate but caused no injuries. 

*• froumieh is in. East Azerbaijan province. 

’ . / ... , EJRUT, Jan. 1 5 (R) — A‘ Dutch parliamentary delegation today 

. . - scussed the Middle East situation with Lebanese President Elias 

, ukis, official sources said. The six-member team, which arrived 

‘ :re earlier today -from Amman, is on a fact-finding trip in the 
’ . gjon. The delegation is due to have similar talks with Mr. Kamel 
1 Assad, speaker of the single-house chamber of deputies, Pre- 
ier Salim* A1 Hoss and Foreign Minister Fuad Butros. The 
— - — ■“‘"urii araentarians will- also visit the troubled southern region 
.. . iu others a Dutch contingent is deployed as part of a U.N. peace- 
5, ’ s ;eping force. During its three-day. stay in Lebanon, the team 

glut ( hi* Which has already been to Syria, is due to meet Palestinian com- 
- ,ando leader Yasser Arafat. 
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Sharif Abdul Hamid Sharaf says 

Hussein’s Gulf tour has 
depicted Arab solidarity 


AMMAN, Jan. 15 (JNA) - His 
Majesty King Hussein returned to 
Amm an today at the end of his 
five-state tour in the Gulf region. 

During the visit, the King held 
talks with the leaders of Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar 
and the Sultanate of Oman on cur- 
rent Arab affairs, bilateral rela- 
tions and the international situ- 
ation. 

The King was met at the airport 
His Highness Crown Prince 
assan, cabinet members, senior 
government officials and high 
ranking army officers. 

The Prime Minister, Sharif 
Abdul Hamid Sharaf. who 
accompanied King Hussein on his 
tour, described it as “fruitful”. He 


ft 


said it “depicted the spirit of Arab 
solidarity”. 

Before departure from Oman, 
the last stop in the tour. Sharif 
Abdul Hamid told the Omani 
radio the King's tour aimed at 
“consultation, coordination of 
positions and strengthening Arab 
solidarity.” 

He said Jordanian -Omani rela- 
tions were based on “cooperation" 
and the exchange of viewpoints in 
the framework of the mutual con- 
fidence and brotherhood between 
the two countries' leaders.” 

Asked about Jordan's proposals 
for a joint Arab strategy. Sharif 
Abdul Hamid said “components 
of Arab strategy have been laid 
down at the Arab s ummi t con- 



His Mqjesty King Hussein is welcomed upon return borne Tuesday by 
His Hi ghness prince Hassan and the commander in chief of the armed 
force, Lt. Gen. Sharif Zeid Ibn Shaker. The prime minister, Sharif 
Abdul Hamid Sharaf, Is seen at left. 


fere nee in Baghdad. It calls for 
bolstering Arab solidarity, and 
building up the indigenous Arab 
strength on firm and stable ground 
and, on the international level, 
calls for action based on a unified 
Arab stand which is committed to 
Pales tinian rights and higher Arab 
interests” The Arab summit in 
-Tunisia “carried this strategy an 
important step forward,” he 
added. 

Answering a question on the 
position in the event the aut- 
onomy talks involving Egypt and 
Israel achieved some progress, the 
prime minister said such progress, 
is “unlikely since Israel keeps 
slamming the door in the face of 
any just solution to the problem, 
continues to plant settlements 
throughout the occupied Arab 
land and blocks ways leading to 
granting the Palestinian people 
their legitimate rights including 
that of self determination." 

Therefore, the Prime Minister 
said, “the Arabs are left with no 
alternative but to buQd their indi- 
genous force, strengthen their sol--- 
idaxity and exert concerted efforts 
on the regional and international 
levels with the aim of restoring 
their rights.” 

King Hussein was seen off at 
Muscat airport by Sultan Qabous 
and other leading Omani officials. 
He was accompanied on his tour 
by the prime minister, the chief of 
the royal court, the court minister 
and his mQitaiy secretary. 


Begin warns of war with Syria 


•TEL AVIV. Jan. 1 5 (Agencies) — 
Premier Menacbem Begin has 
warned that war could erupt with 
Syria, reflecting the increasing 
official concern here about the 
arms buildup in Israel's northern 
neighbour. 

Israeli military sources said the 
estimated strength of the Syrian 
army increased die likelihood of a 
military campaign. ’ 

Mr. Begin told British par- 
liamentarians yesterday there was - 
“a real danger that Syria may try j 
'to launch a war against us because ! 
of the political unrest at home and 
because of the huge supplies of 
modern weapons it is receiving 
from the Soviet Union." 

The military sources claimed 
that Syrian President Hafez AJ 



Assad's recent trip to Moscow has 
resulted in a massive flow of 
Soviet weapons, including 
advanced aircraft and tanks. , 

“Syria has recently received at 
least 120 T-72 tanks and has 
increased its number of armoured 
divisions to four from the two it 
had during the 1973 October 
war,” one source claimed. 

Mr. Begin questioned by repor- 
ters, said Israei“does not have any 
news about the Russians 
encouraging an attack” on Israel. 
He said if Syria launched an attack 
it “would not stand any chance to 
win. They would lose, without any 
doubt whatsoever." 

In Washington, a prominent 
senator yesterday urged the 
Republican Party to adopt an 
election -year policy of calling for 
an allied military force to guard 
Middle East oil supply routes. 

New York Senator Jacob Javits, 
the leading Republican on the 
Seante Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee. said the party should call 
for U.S. negotiations to exrend the 
responsibility of the North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
beyond the North Atlantic and 
Western Europe to include ‘the 
Middle East oil routes. 

Meanwhile in Paris, former 


Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said today Israel should 
hand back parts of the West Bank 
to Jordan and the United States 
must develop more credibility 
among the Arabs to prevent 
Soviet control of Middle Egst oil. 

Mr. Begin, on a fund-raising 
tour of France, said the Middle 
East had become a focal point in 
the struggle between the two 
super-powers. 

The Soviet Union was attempt- 
ing to use local conflicts to bring 
about changes of government, 
thereby gaining influence, if not 
control, over the flow of oil to 
Western Europe, Japan and the 
LTnited States. 

Mr. Rabin said that further U.S. 
military bases in the area would 
not help to solve Middle Eastern 
problems. 

“I believe the United States 
must develop more credibility 
among its Arab friends”, he said. 
“Above ail, there is a need for 
political support on the area. 

"Unfortunately, the Soviet 
'Union has gained credibility 
among its friends through the 
invasion of Afghanistan. Moscow 
has told them: ‘You see, we do not 
let down our friends.' It is very 
unpleasant, but a fact of life.” 


OPEC aides to increase 
aid to third world- 


Hv - ' -. 



This was the scene inside the Arab ‘Aanahnn’lrestanrant in downtown Vienna Tuesdty foltovvnr^ 
abombbfa^ tiiat ^stniyedmost of thepran^es and damaged adjoining shops and cars. (AF 

wirepboto) 

asts destroy Arab | restaurant in Vienna 


' v Wkkl2? n * 15 (Agencies) J 
1 -vcral powerful explosions [ 
" ..rayed .a downtown Arabj 
■ urant and bar :«&dy today,' 
. day prior to.a schedcSed con- 
ice of finance ministers in the 
' animation of. .Petroleum 

; ilide 

explosive ranffi ..that . was; 
*imlhebai ofthe restaurant. 

• mied sotircfes said between 
ind foursneo^tve explosions 
heard. -,- - . 

... 3 Jpfje 'was 


blasts shattered windows in shops 
and bouses along a narrow street, [ 
said. 


favourite meeting place for OPEC; 
officials. 


they said. . J ‘ Police said they were now con- 

Polke said they were worried b) . putting a guard on Arab: 

the timing of the explosions, one^ restaurants in Vienna. So far no 

da ' ' 1 • 1 


r-c* c. restaurants— 

before a routine meeting^oii on£ ^ claimed responsibility - forj 

the blast 


O^EC finance ministers in Vie- 
nna. 

. The 'blasts occurcd at the 
Asmahan. restaurant, an expen- 
sive establishment which was 
opened about one. year ago by a 
wealthy Iraqi businessman. It is a 
short, walk from OPEC bead-i 
" ^ quarters and is - considered _a * 


At their routine one-day meet- 
ing tomorrow', the OPEC finance 
ministers were expected to- 
approved the allocation of up to 1 

$ 1.6 billion to asoeciaJ fund which I 

lends money to developing conn-; 
tries at low interest rates. . _ — l 


! VIENNA. Jan. 15 (R) — Finance 
. ministers from the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) meet in Vienna tomor- 
row to consider a large increase in 
aid to foe developing world. 

OPEC officials said the minis- 
ters would probably approve allo- 
cation of an extra Sl-6 billion for 
OPECs development fund. This 
would bring total assets of the 
fund, launched in 1976. with S800 
million for third world aid, to $4 
billion, they said. 

Oil ministers from foe 1 3 OPEC 
member states recommended foe 
aid increase at their December 
meeting. 

. They agreed in principle that 
foe special fund should be trans- 
formed into a separate develop- 
ment agency. Officials in Vienna 
said this plan, admittedly a long- 
term effort, might be discussed 
tomorrow but they doubted that 
any decision would be made on it. 

An Algerian-Venezuelan 
; proposal to turn the special fund 
into a development bank with 
more favourable conditions than 
foose offered by the World Bank 


might also come up, but no deci- 
sion is expected on this either. 


Kasm forms 
new Syrian 
government 

DAMASCUS, Jan. 15 (R) - 
The formation of a new Syrian 
government under Dr. Abdul 
Rauf A1 Kasm, previously gov- 
ernor of Damascus, was offi- 
cially announced night. 

Dr. Kasm, 48, was asked by 
President Hafez Al Assad to 
form a government last Wed- 
nesday after two weeks of talks 
at the seventh congress of die 
ruling Arab Socialist Baath 
Party. 

Like its predeccessor, the 
two-year-okl cabinet of Mr. 
Muhammad Ali Al Halabi, the 
new government is a coalition of 
the Baath Party and its allies. 

Baathists were given almost 
half the 37 ministerial posts 
with Communists, Socialist 
Unionists, Arab Socialist 
Unionists and Arab Socialists 
retaining their two seats each. 
The remaining portfolios went 
to independents. 

Dr. Kasm, a member of the 
newly-elected regional (Syrian) 
leadership of the Baath Party, 
has not previously held a minis- 
terial post. 

Deputy Premier and Foreign 
Minister Ahdnl Halim Khad- 
dam retained both his posts. 

The other two deputy pre- 
miers, Mr. Jamil Shayya and 
Mr. Fahmi Al Yoosefi, were 
replaced by Mr. Abdul Qader 
Qaddoora and Mr. Walid 
Hamdoun as deputy premiers 
for economic affair s and for 
services. 

Mqj. Gen. Mustafa Tlass and 
Mr. Ahmad Idmudar Ahmad 
retained the portfolios for 
defence and information 



U * k 

Abdul Rauf Al Kasm 
respectively. 

Twenty ministers joined the 
cabinet for the first time. In 
addition to the two deputy pre- 
miers. 

Political sources described 
the new government as “a 
technocrat government for 
internal reform”. It included 
18 qualified engineers or 
experts. 

The new prime minister is a 
wealthy architect and urban 
studies scholar who has been a 
member of the Baath Party for 
10 years. He studied at Damas- 
cus University and later in 
Istanbul, and received a Pb.D. 

architecture and urban 
studies from Geneva University 
in 1953. ’ 

He progressed from pro- 
fessor of fine arts at Damascus 1 
University to head of the 
architecture and urban studies 
department at the university's 
school of civS engineering, then 
deputy head of the university. 
Last June he became mayor of 
Damascus. 


NATO warns of 
dangers to detente 

BRUSSELS, Jan. 15 (Agencies) - NATO warned 
the Soviet Union today that the pursuit of detente 
will be undermined so long as Soviet troops occupy 
Afghanistan. 


In separate meetings, both the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organ- 
isation and foe nine-nation Euro- 
pean Common Market called on 
the Soviet Union to pull its troops 
out of Afghanistan. 

NATO Secretary General 
Joseph Luns told a news con- 
ference the envoys of the 15 
alliance member states saw the 
Soviet move was “a threat to 
peace, security and stability in the 
region, including the Indian sub- 
continent, the Middle East and foe 
Arab World.” 

The nine, holding their first 
regular meeting this year, rejected 
the Soviet justification for the 
move as unacceptable and 
demanded that Moscow allow foe 
Afghan people to decide their own 
future. 

Meanwhile, informed sources in 
Islamabad said British Foreign 
Secretary Lord Carrington and 
senior Pakistani officials reached 
general agreement today on the 
implications of the Soviet military 
intervention in neighbouring 
Afghanistan. 


which has accepted the Soviet 
action. 

Lord Carrington will go to New 
Delhi tomorrow, seeking to allay 
Indian fears that weapons deli- 
vered to Pakistan might be used in 
a new conflict with India. 

The Soviet Union smarted 
today under one of foe worst 
defeats it has ever suffered in the 
U.N., as western and third world 
members weighed whether to take 
further steps to get Soviet troops 
out of Afghanistan. 

The Genera] Assembly, meet- 
ing in emergency special session, 
last night approved by an over- 
whelming vote a call for the 
immediate withdrawal of “the 
foreign troops” — meaning Soviet 
soldiers — from Afghanistan. 
Eighteen members voted against 
the resolution, which was sub- 
mitted by non-aligned states; 18 
abstained, and 12 were absent. 

The resolution called on the 
Security Council to consider ways 
and means to implement foe with- 
drawal call, which was accom- 


Lord Carrington, on the fourth panied by the assembly’s deplor- 
stage of a tour of five Gulf and fog of the Afghanistan inter- 


South west Asian nations, held 
more than three hours of talks 
with a Pakistani team led by Mr. 
Agha Shahi, foreign affairs 
adviser to President Zia UI Haq. 

Officials said the Pakistanis 


vention. 

But, foe Soviet News Agency 
Tass today said foe resolution was 
intended to undermine the sec- 
urity of the Afghan state. 

It said the resolution had been 
explained their fears about foe imposed on the world body by the 
Soviet Union following its Afghan United States, China and their 
intervention, and about India, allies. 

Candidate offers to 
pull out from Iran 

presidential race 

TEHRAN, Jan. 15 (R) — Mr. JaLaleddin Farsi, presidential can- 
didate of Iran’s largest political party, offered to withdraw today as 
electoral officials said his Afghan origins barred him from holding 
office. 

An official of the Islamic Republican Party (IRP) said that Mr. 
Farsfs elimination from the race was already certain, although a 
formal announcement had not yet been made. He was regarded as 
one of the most radical candidate in foe contest. 

Mr. Farsi, in a statement published by the party's newspaper, said 
today that "after studying all aspects of foe issue, I feel it my duty to 
-suggest my withdrawal from presidential nomination” 

Mr. Farsi said his father had emigrated. 80 years ago from Herat — 
then part of Persia but now in Afghanistan -- to Iran, but had never 
applied for Iranian papers. 

Iranian political sources said Mr. Farsi's withdrawal increased the 
electoral chances of another leading candidate, Finance Minister 
Abol Hassan Bani Sadr, a French-trained economist who has already 
' received foe backing of some sectors of the ruling clergy. 

The other leading candidate, apart from Mr. Bani Sadr, now 
appears to be former Naval Commander Ahmad Madani.'Adm. 
Madani is a supporter of strong central government and is expected 
to take most of the middle class vote. 

Foreign journalists ordered out of Iran last night under a 
Revolutionary Council ban on U.S. news organisations began leaving 
Tehran today. Most of the 86 journalists involved are Americans. 
Iranians have been ordered to stop working for U.S. media. 

A statement from the ministry of national guidance (information) 
said today all the journalists involved must stop filing reports from 
midnight tonight and must leave the country by midnight next Friday 
unless they can produce compelling reasons to stay longer. 

In the latest attempt to secure the release of the U.S. embassy 
hostages in Tehran, Presidential spokesman Jody Powell told repor- 
ters yesterday that the United States, which earlier stopped gov- 
ernment commercial transactions with Iran, now’ would ban all pri- 
vate trade. 

Officials said U.S. allies were also considering the scope of the 
economic sanctions they intended to impose against Iran in an effort 

to obtain release of the hostages, who have been held since Nov. 4. 


Egyptian opposition leader describes Sadat’s 
decision on Afghan crisis as 4 undemocratic * 


CAIRO, Jan. 15 (R)— Egyptian 
opposition leader Ibrahim Shukri 
today described President Anwar 
Sadat's derision to gram the 
United States military facilities as 
undemocractic. 

In an article in foe Socialist 
Labour Party newspaper Al 
Shaab. Mr. Shukri said: “Deri- 
sions that affect the country’s 
national interests must first be 
referred, to the parliament before 
foe government adopted it as a 
policy,” 

Defence Minister Kama! Has- 
san Ali said last week that Egypt 
had offered the United States 
military facilities to cope with reg- 
ional problems such as Iran and 
Afghanistan. 

“This decision is undemocratic 
and takes us back to the era of the 
one-man decision and the one- 
party system from which we badly 


suffered," Mr. Shukri said. 

“The issue of military facilities 
is a very serious matter for Egypt 
as a non-aligned country and has 
to be debated fa a democratic 
way,” he added. 

Mr. Shukri referred to Israel's 
latest decision to buy the Arab 
East Jerusalem electricity cor- 
poration and said: “This decision 
indicates clearly that Israel 
wanted to change all the city’s 
Arab features at the time we talk 
of providing them with the Nile 
waters." 

He said Israeli Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin, at Ms press con- 
ference last week in Aswan fol- 
lowing summit talks with Pres- 
ident Anwar Sadat, referred to the 
West Bank of Jordan and the 
Gaza Strip as part of Israel. 

Mr. Sburki was referring to Mr. 


Begin'? statement fa response to 
President Sadat's proposal to 
implement self-rule for the Pales- 
tinians in the Gaza Strip which 
would stand as a “model” to be 
applied fa the West Bank. 

Mr. Begin had said: “From our 
point of view, it (Gaza) is not fore- 
ign land. Judea and Samaria is not 
foreign land. Some people call it 
Palestine. Historically it was, 
called Israel and therefore we 
have deep interest in it.” 

Mr. Shukri said such a state- 
ment by Mr. Begin “reflects' 
clearly the Zionists' intentions in 
the Arab territories and therefore 
we must not volunteer to extend 
the Nile waters Jp Israel.” 

The Nile water issue was 
debated yesterday at the par- 
liament and Irrigation Minister 
Abdel Hadi Sam aha said such a 


project never existed. 

He said the Nile Water will irri- 
gate Egyptian land in Sinai “but 
will never be used to irrigate fore- 
ign lands.” 


PURE 

| NATURAL l 
MINERAL WATER 


K anther 

l, 7 Litres 


MINIMUM ORDER 
WITH DELIVERY: 
10 cartons 

Phone: 23231, 25551 








Page 2 


The quest 



JOINT ARAB action is a phrase which we are accustomed 
to hearing but which, quite frankly, has yet to be invested 
with the full urgency and actuality required to make it more 
than just a phrase. 

His Majesty King Hussein’s just-ended tour of five Gulf 
states, however, is an example of how such joint action can 
best be achieved. 

Action is needed, particularly at the present time, in 
order to place Arab interests first and foremost, lest they be 
overshadowed by the gathering pace of international 
developments. 

The accentuation, enhancement and focusing of those 
interests is the formula which was devised at the Baghdad 
and Tunis Arab summits last year as the spearhead of Arab 
strategy. His Majesty's five-nation tour was undertaken* 
within the clear context of that formula. 

The King has often said that the challenge of the sepa-. 
rate EgyptiaD-Israeli peace treaty — a treaty which leaves 
the Palestinian question unresolved and which indeed sets 
out to liquidate the entire issue of Palestinian rights at the 
hands of Zionist aggression and occupation — can only be 
met through the development of a coherent Arab alter- 
native peace strategy. As the Egyptian-Israeli alliance sol- 
idifies, such an alternative strategy has yet to be defined to 
the point where it can be put forward publicly as a com- 
pelling means of regaining the momentum for peace. 

Many positive steps have been taken on the Arab level 
towards the definition of this strategy, and the King's con- 
stant contacts with his fellow Arab leaders have been a 
major component of this. Throughout, the emphasis is on 
strengthening Arab solidarity in the face of the many seri- 
ous challenges to Arab rights. As the Israeli occupiers 
tighten the grip of their occupation, there is also an 
unswerving commitment on the part of all Arabs to streng- 
then the resistance of those living under occupation until 
their rights can be restored. 

The Palestinian people know that their Arab brethren’ 
remain committed both to supporting their struggle and to 
the search for all possible means of capping that struggle 
with victory. Nothing can distract the Arab Nation from 
this sacred duty. 

The danger to the Arab strategy which is still in the 
process of evolution and definition comes from the threat, 
that any other development, whether it be the Egyptian- 
Israeli alliance itself or the prospect of a Big Power conflict 
being fought out in the Middle East, may divert and 
weaken the energies which must be put unequivocally at 
the service of the Arab cause. 


ARAB PRESS COMMENTARY 


AL RAT: With determination, firmness and strength the people 
of Arab Jerusalem and towns all over the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza said they would not surrender to the stealing of the East 
Jerusalem District Electric Company and to the political black- 
mail the takeover represents. They refused to bargain on the 
unified Arab stand, which rejects the autonomy conspiracy, and 
to stop confro nting it whatever thepressuresand temptatio ns are . 

Our people there have expressed this in the form of the general 
strike they held on Monday, defying the occupation authorities 
and proving before the whole world that the Palestinian people 
will always resist occupation plots in any form. 

The strike was an outcry directed at international con- 
sciousness. reminding it of its responsibilities towards the Pales- 
tinian people. This responsibility should not be overshadowed by 
the hostage crisis in Tehran nor by the events in Afghanistan. 

The international community will understand the meaning of 
the Palestinian strike in the occupied territories and realise that 
giving them their rights is automatically a gesture of opposition to 
violations of international charters in any other place in the world. 

AL DllSTOUR; The general strike in the occupied territories 
constituted an absolute rejection of the occupation and its policies 
and to the Camp David accords, which have disrupted the peace 
process and returned an atmosphere of war to the region. It also 
constituted absolute rejection of the Zionist autonomy conspiracy 
in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip, 

The overwhelming support for the national and pan-Arab 
-slogans by Palestinians in the occupied territories should act as a 
major incentive to general civil disobedience in all occupied lands, 
including the boycott of Israeli products and Zionist institutions. 

No doubt people of the occupied territories realise the danger 
contained in the Egyptian proposals submitted to Israeli Premier 
Menacbem Begin with regard to splitting the unity of Palestinians 
in the occupied territories through isolating Gaza in preparation 
for liquidating it in the Zionist racial entity under the cover of the 
local autonomy plot. 
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His Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, met with the Commander In Chief of the Jordanian 
Tuesday visited the army headquarters where he. Armed Forces, Lt. Gen. Sharif Zaid 11m Shaker. . 

Alia to get locally 
syndicated loan 


By Rami G. Khouri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN. Jan. 15 — The local 
financial market will soon be put 
to the bigeest test ever of its ability 
to meet the capital requirements 
of big Jordanian companies, fol- 
lowing the decision by Alia, the 
Royal Jordanian Airlines to bor- 
row JD 19 million in Amman to 
help finance its purchase of six 
new wide-bodied planes. 

Alia had originally planned to 
raise the money through a syn- 
dicated loan on the international 
markets. Instead, it has now 
decided to arrange a three- 
pronged local financing package 


composed of two separate JD 5 
million bond issues and a JD 9 
million locally syndicated loan. 

Alia Vice-President for Finance 
Fahed Fanek told the Jordan 
Times that three local investment 
companies will manage and 
underwrite the bond issues, which 
will have an 8.5 per cent interest 
and will enjoy tax-free status. 
They are the Arab Jordan Invest- 
ment Bank, the Arab Finance 
Corporation (Jordan ) and the new 
Jordan Securities Corporation. 
The first issue wfll be offered to 
the public in June, with the second 
to follow 18 months later. 

The syndicated loan will be 
handled by Arab Bank, acting as 


Local News Briefs 


AMMAN, Jan. 15 (JNA)-EineiT»ency telephones Installed along a 
number of mrin roads in Jordan went into operation today. The new 
service initially covers the Amman and Irbid goveraorates, but will 
later be extended to the rest of the country. A spokesman for the 
Civil Defence Department said the telephones are intended to help 
people report accidents, fires or cases where help is urgently needed. 
According to the spokesman, a total of 40 telephones have been 
installed in the Irbid region alone. Each telephone has five buttons 
which if pressed according to instructions automatically connect the 
caller with the appropriate authority. 

AMMAN, Jan. 15 (JNA)~-Tbe Jordanian- Palestinian Committee for 
Supporting the Steadfastness of the People in the Occupied Arab 
Territories began a meeting here today. The committee is said to be 
discussing means of countering illegal Israeli practices and con- 
spiracies against the Palestinian people. The three member Pales- 
tinian team on the committee arrived in Amman yesterday. 

AMMAN, Jan. 15 (JNA)-- The Minister for Social Development. 
Mrs. In'am Mufti, discussed with the deputy director of the Inter- 
national Labour Organisation (ILO). Dr. Saleh Burqan. cooperation 
between ILO and Jordan in the field of social development. She also 
briefed the LLO official on her ministry' s programmes and plans. 

AMMAN, Jan. 15 (JNA)-- Colliers Encyclopaedia has been banned 
in Jordan in accordance with an order the Director General of the 
Press and Publication Department, Mr. Ahmad 'Utoura. The 24- 
volume British encyclopaedia contains misleading religious, historic 
and social information, the order for the ban said. 

AMMAN. Jan. 15 (JNA)— The meetings of the Arab jurists’ union 
concluded here yesterday. The participants, who represent eleven 
Arab states, recommended holding a seminar on unifying Arab 
labour legislation. They also approved the holding of an international 
seminar to discuss means of promoting the defence of Arab detainees 
in Israeli jails. 

AMMAN, Jan. 15 (JNA)— The Soviet ambassador here, Mr. Rafeek 
Nishanov, today expressed his country 's willingness to give Jordanian 
advanced training in the Soviet Union from Feb. 1. He was speaking 
during a meeting with the Minister of Culture and Youth, Mr. Taher 
Hikmat, with whom he also discussed means of promoting 
Jordanian-Soviet relations in cultural and sports fields in general. 

AMMAN, Jan. 15 (JNA)— A Dutch parliamentary delegation today 
ended a two-day visit to Jordan, and left for Beirut. The delegation 
had met with His Highness Crown Prince Hassan for an exchange of 
views on Middle East developments. Afghanistan and the conflict 
between the superpowers in the area and its effect on the Palestine 
problem. The delegation also met with the president of the National 
Consultative Council and the speaker of the Upper House of Par- 
liament. 

AMMAN, Jan. 15 (JNA)— The Director General of the Amman- 
based Arab Organisation for Administrative Science, Dr. Abdullah 
AJ Zu'bi, left for New York today at attend a meeting of U.N. experts 
on public administration and finance which starts tomorrow. During 
the week-long meeting, participants will discuss new trends in 
administration, its role in development and the part the public sector 
can play in economic development, particularly in developing 
nations. 

AMMAN, Jan. 15 (JNA)— The President of the Journalists Associ- 
ation, Mr. Rakan Majali, and the newly elected members of the 
association’s board met today with the Minister of Information, Dr. 
Sa’id Tal. The minister, who congratulated the members on their 
election for a new term, pledged that his ministry will continue to 
cooperate with the association. Another meeting between the mem- 
bers and the minister is scheduled for next week when they will 
discuss journalists' problems and other matters that concern the 
association. 

AMMAN. Jan. 15 (JNA)-Tbe cold storage fadlithsat Aqaba will be 
operational by the beginning of April, Finance Minister Salem Ma- 
sa'deh said here today. Speaking at a board meeting of the Free 
Zones Corporation, the minister said the cold storage facilities, with 
a capacity of 6,000 tonnes, will be used for imported food supplies 
either in transit or for the Jordanian market. 

AMMAN, Jan. 15 (JNA)— The visiting head of the political bureau; 
at the Argentine Foreign Ministry, Mr. Enrique Lupiz, today handed 
the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Marwan A I Qasem, an 
invitation for the Prime Minister, Sharif Abdul Hamid Sharaf, to visit 
Argentina. During the meeting at the minister's office they discussed 
current international affairs and means of promoting Jordanian- , 
Argentinian relations. * 

AMMAN, Jan. J.5 (JNA) — A Jordanian citizen, Mr. Mustapha AJ 
Qarm, has donated JD 2,000 to' the manuscripts and documentation 
centre at the University of Jordan. A university spokesman said that a 
local bank has also donated JD 1,000 to promote the centre's work.. 
Another donation of 11,500 Saudi Riyals came from Mr, Zaher 
’Amr, a graduate of the university who now works in Saudi Arabia. 
The sum will be used to purchase equipment for the Faculty of. 
Medicine, the spokesman said. * ’ 


agent, with five or six local banks 
expected to act as co-managers 
and providers of the required 
money. The loan will have an 
interest rate of 8.5 per cent, with 
an added 0.5 per cent in com- 
mission charges and 0.25 per cent 
in management fees. It wil] be 
repayable in six years, with three, 
years of drawdown and two years’ 
grace. 

The total financing package for 
Alia's five new Lockheed Tristars 
and one Boeing 747 jumbo jet 
comes to $376 million, of which 
$258 million will be covered by 
the United States Export-Import 
Bank, and $61 million by Britain's 
Export Credits Guarantee 
Department. The local bonds and 
syndicated loan will make up the 
rest. 

Crown Prince 
to open Islamic 
seminar today 

AMMAN, Jan. 15 (JNA) - His 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
will open a seminar here Wed- 
nesday on Islamic thought and the 
effects of Islamic teaching on the 
Jordanian society. 

During the four-day seminar, 
internal and external factors 
influencing Islam will be 
reviewed, along with the role of 
the international movement for 
Islamic solidarity in promoting the 
Palestine cause. 

Participating in the seminar wfll 
be a number of Islamic scholars, 
professors from the University of 
Jordan and Yarmouk University 
as well as several ministers. 

Jordan to get 
WFP food aid 


ROME, Jan. 15 (AP) - The 
director-general of the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation of the 
United Nations (FAO), Edouard 
Saouma, has approved a grant of 
$3.6 million in emergency aid 
from the World Food Programme 
(WFP) to Jordan to help farmers 
affected by drought. 

A WFP spokesman said latest 
reports from Jordan show that the 
food situation in the drought- 
affected areas is still precarious, as 
grain from the new harvest will not 
be available before the middle of 
thisyear. 

The present allocation, the third 
for the farmers, consists of 14,400 
tons of wheat of help feed 400,000 
people for a period of - three 
months. The previous two were in 
May and August last year. Includ- 
ing the grant now given, a total of 
$10 million for emergency food 
aid has been provided to Jordan in 
the wake of the droughr. 


Quarantined in Egypt 


By Ron Cathell* 

.TWO WEEKS before I set off to spend my vac- 
ation in Egypt earlier this month, Jordan had been 
declared free of cholera, according to Inter- 
national standards. But someone must have for- 
gotten to tell -Egypt, for health inspectors at Cairo 
airport still required travellers from Jordan to 
carry cholera vaccination certificates. 

I landed in Cairo without my certificate, and so 
began a kind of horror tale travellers hear about * 
but never expect to happen to them, including 
myself.. 

Almost immediately after setting foot on Egy- 
ptian soil from an Alia Boeing 707 from Amman, 
a health inspector told me: “You must he held in 
quarantine for 24 hours.” All my fond memories, 
of Egypt faded and all my bitter memories sprang 
to life, fori could vividly recall 10 long days spent 
In an Egyptian hospital with hepatitis. The 
thought of 24 hours in an Egyptian isolation 
centre made my skin crawl. 

At the moment the health inspector spoke l 
felt helpless, knowing the bureaucratic entangle- 
ments that lay ahead. Vainly my father— wbo was 
accompanying me on the trip— jand I argued with 
the officials. But all they could comprehend was 
that I wasn’t carrying a WHO vaccination cer- 
tificate, like the one left on my dresser in Amman. 

It was foolish of me not to have brought the 
certificate. But after receiving our visas from the 
.Egyptian embassy in Amman we had asked what 
other documents were needed; we had been 
assured there would be no problems passing 
through customs. The embassy never mentioned 
that vaccination certificates for cholera were 
required of those coming from Jordan. 

My father didn't need a certificate because he 
was in transit from the United States. It was his 
second visit to Jordan and his maiden voyage to 
Egypt. The welcome was hardly what he had 
expected. 

We fought our case with the airport health 
officials for over an hour, and they finally decided 
to isolate me. “You’ll have to stay somewhere 
tonight anyway,” said one official. “There’s 
nothing to it. Just sleep there and in the morning 
you can leave. Besides, it’s a nice place, like a fust 
class hotel with good food,” he said out of the 
corner of his mouth. 

My father, not knowing Cairo, decided to stay 
with me. So they whisked us past customs and 
drove us to the “Isolation Centre”, a military 
compound half a kilometre from the auport. Two 
guards slowly opened the heavy iron gate to let the 
Toyota -mini-bus enter. It was dusk, but I could see 
the two-metre high fence sealing off the building 
from the outside world. 

We were ushered into a barren receiving room 
where a nurse in a crumpled uniform satbehind a 
wobbly wooden table. Except for her, the table 
and another chair, the room was empty. She was 
given our passports, which had been taken from us 
immediately upon our arrival at the airport, and 
she scribbled something in a notebook. Dozens of 
eyes peered through the windows to see the two 
new. Western, guests. We looked back at the long 
faces of those also being held in quarantine. 

It was dark when an overweight cleaning 
woman escorted us along the open courtyard in 
the middle of the complex and showed us our 
room for the night. The floor moved when she 
flicked on the light as cockroaches scurried in all 
directions. There were two beds with no blankets. 
Each bed had one sheet, covered with stains and * 
brown with wear. That’s what we were expected to 
sleep on. 

Wind howled through the frame of a single. " 
large curtainless window. Biting cold nipped at 
our bones. We stood for a few moments aghast 
and I turned to my father. “There's no way we're 
going to stay here tonight.” I said. “I'd rather 
stand until morning than sit on that bed." 

“Ron”, my father said, “I don't even want to’ 
stand here." 

We hustled out of the room and into the 
clutches of another nurse' wbo took us back to the 
icy receiving room. The first nurse held up a small 
glass tube with a cork in the end. Stuck into the 
cork was a 10-centimetre long wire with a cotton ■ 
swab on its tip. 

“For sample stool”, muttered the nurse in the 
limited English she knew. I cringed. But I was 
aware that the only way to earn release was to play 
by their rules. 

The second nurse led me to a WC. The door 
creaked open and the stench rolled over me like a 
wave nearly making me vomit. The floor was wet 
and littered with soaked papers. Someone had 
moved his bowels in the shower stall on the left. 
Straight ahead a Western toilet was almost over- 
flowing with human faeces. Paint and plaster were 
crumbling off the walls. I wasted no time in pro- 
viding them with a sample. 

My father was next, only it wasn't necessary to 
have a stool test because he was from a cholera- 
free country. He was in the isolation centre as a 
volunteer companion, not as a victim. But he 
couldn't make the head nurse understand his sim- 
ple American reasoning that he was exempt from 
tests. All the nurse could understand was that he 
was there so he had to be tested. His lamentations 
finally evoked a response— the nurse took pity and 


wet his cotton swab before he was led to the WC. 

We milled about the mostly dark compound. 
Murmurs, whispers and faint conversations could 
be heard from every dark corner. People, some- 
times four or five in a group, would pass by in near 
silence with only their silhouettes visible. We 
bumped into two young British men of Indian 
ancestry.“Wecouldn't believe it when we sawyou 
being brought in here," they said. “What for?” 

“Suspected cholera," I said. 

“Then you’ll be here at least one day, may be 
two. You' re lucky," one of them said. “We're here ' 
for six days for yellow fever. We flew in from 
Khartoum and they nabbed us at the airport." 

I hadn’t considered us lucky. The thoughi of 
spending an extra day. and New Year’s Eve at 
that, in that place was too much. 

' The cleanest area in the complex was a large 
sitting room across the hall from the receiving 
room. So we pushed bamboo chairs together and 
wrapped ourselves in blankets to prepare for the 
long sleepless night. 

Every hour or two a mini-bus would arrive 
from the airport and deposit a group of travellers. 
This continued all night and the next day. Most of 
the travellers were African or .Arab. They would 
come in with their many bundles of belongings, 
including their rolled up foam rubber beds and 
blaring radio-casserte players. 

A Jordanian doctor from Amman was in one 
group- The only women were a few Africans with 
their husbands. There were 80 detainees in all. 

The night passed slowly. By dawn most of us 
were padng the floor trying to drive away the 
cutting desert chill. Mv father and I had heard that 
a doctor visited the hospital during the day. We 
were anxious to speak with him and express our 
concern that if we stayed any longer we would risk 
catching some disease. 

He arrived at 11 a.m. but would not allow 
anyone to approach him. I insisted. 

“When will we be released?’’ I asked. 

“When the results of the stool tests arrive from 
the hospital.” he said. 

““When do the results usually arrive?” I 
pressed. 

“When they arrive," he said. 

The short, stock doctor in his mid-thirties ran 
the isolation centre like a Napoleon. He would 
march through the complex and bark orders at 
nurses and cleaning women, then drift into a con- 
templative daze and ignote the small world 
around him. 

A quick check with the head nurse and her 
notebook revealed that the results had already 
arrived that morning and our tests were negative. 
The doctor refused to recognise this. We must 
wait, he said, until the 24 hours' quarantine 
expired. So we waited. 

There was commotion in the mess hall. About 
40 detainees were scrambling over one another to 
reach a Dutch door where breakfast was being 
served. I moved closer to see what it was, hoping 
to find hard-boiled eggs which should be safe to 
eat. A fellow walked by with a tray supporting one 
loaf of flat baladi bread, a tiny piece of white 
cheese and a glob of nondescript jam. There were 
no eggs. So much for breakfast, I thought. 

At that point someone said I ought to get some 
tea. So I squeezed my way to the open Dutch door 
and signalled for two teas. 

■ “Where are.your cups?" asked the server. 

“I don’t have any." 

“Then find some used ones on the floor or 
tables," he said. 

So much for tea. 

Fortunately, my father and I had brought with 
us on the plane two apples, two oranges and a bag 
of peanuts, a last minute care package from a wise 
sister in Amman. We lived on that food for 24 
hours, rationing it carefully. The two young Brit- 
ish men also refused to eat the food offered there. 
They arranged for friends to bring them food daily 
from Cairo. But most of the others had no choice. 

Some of the Egyptians being held were 
allowed to have their families visit them inside the 
compound, thus defeating the very purpose of 
quarantine. 

Throughout the day the doctor would appear 
with a list of names in his hand and the people 
would be stirred into a frenzy. Then a nurse would 
call out names from a window of the receiving 
room and the lucky person would be given his 
passport and clearance to leave. 

At 4:1 7 that afternoon (he doctor strolled up 
to my father and me as we sat in the courtyard. 
“If s okay now,” he said. “You can go.” 

We went to collect our passports from the 
-head nurse but she insisted that we first take five 
large capsules of tetracyclin I said no, I wasn't sick. 
She said yes, and she clutched my passport. J 
swallowed them all in one gulp, as did my father. 

The guards smiled as they pushed open the 
heavy iron gate, but we had no smiles to return. 
The three taxis sitting at the road denied us a ride 
to the nearby airport oe cause the distance was too 
short to make money. It was getting dark. Wc 
started walking to the airport where we needed to 
exchange money. Our ears were ringing, our 
heads pounded and we had hot flashes from the 
overdose of antibiotics. I looked into my father s 
tired face. “Well dad,” I said. “Welcome. Wel- 
come to Egypt." 


ATTENTION!!! 

Short term residents 

Shepherd Hotel is now offering 
bed and breakfast on monthly 
basis for JD 150 including TV. . 

Call 39197-8 for more information. 


FOR SALE 
Family Leaving 

BMW316, 1977, 50,000 km. V.good condition, customs 
paid. Price JD 3,000. 

Complete house furniture, JD 900. 

For more details, telephone Marwan 67464 


FLAT FOR RENT 

First floor flat, three bedrooms, two? 
salons, kitchen, bathroom, veranda,* 
centrally heated. sj 

Locatjon: Jabal Amman, First Circle. ? 

V 

For information please call tel: 36560 

from 2^0 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. . ! 


ARABIC COURSES 

The House of Languages offers new Arabic courses f| 
foreigners:' 

A. Beginners 

B. Advanced 

For more details, kindly call tel 41986, Amm 
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O'y/fee-planting bogged down 
mud on 40th Arbor Day 
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it and photos.' 

^ Sara O’Neil . 

^ Imes Staff Reporter 

... Jan. 15 - Heavy rain 
'!y cold west wind this 
it rather a damper on 
• ;.i’ L ."'I* omised to be an enter- 
, • . .. : t- - -planting ceremony to 

' Ian's 40th Arbor Day. 
I, umber of aspiring tree 

"I'm* eluding diplomats and 
‘"' il-. iking' government 
* . 1 1,1,1 '[.Jteri indistinguishable 
1,1 i- ,.7r kifeyahs and great 
, ered in clusters on the 

" ! >i . i government forestry 
j \ 1 ■ ; - ‘v.,..juz to await the arrival 
:-1, v.' ghness Crown Prince 

: V ' j. 1th feet srack in the 
. i ; ';ads bowed against the 
' "■ ill,,,.'. :he normally overacxivc 
:amera crew remained 
he spot throughout the 
.u v,'es. 

, '■* people, climbing the 
. ^ 1 ere holes had been dug 
;J r n \tion for planting the 
• J^'ings entailed dragging 
\ up with them on their 
f. • the Crown Prince, in 
'^ 'rgetic form, all but 
1 ta, ‘ p to start the ceremony, 
it /an equally emhusias- 
asem A1 Rimawi, the 
"" agriculture and a pushy 
, ■ “ ioyscouts. 


Earlier. Dr. Rimawi explained 
to the Jordan Times that this was 
the first time in more than six 
years that the weather had been 
bad on Arbor Day. Not, of 
course, that one should be any- 
thing but pleased to see rain in 
winter. Less hardy ministry offi- 
cials echoed his sentiments, albeit 
with less conviction. “Last year wc 
lost 80 per cent of trees planted 
because of lack of rain, especially 
in the Madaba area," the minister 
said. 

Twenty hectares of land had 
been prepared for planting at Yaj- 
ouz, which lies on the road run- 
ning from the Royal Scientific Soc- 
iety to Zarqa. Holes on four 
dunums were at the disposal of 
today's planters. Dr. Hassan 
Gharaybeh, under-secretary at 
the Ministry of Agriculture, esti- 
mated that “not more than 500 
trees were planted due to the 
extremely muddy conditions." but 
the number was probably con- 
siderably less. On a fine day, this 
number would have been closer to 
2 , 000 . 

Apart from the fact that this 
year marks the 40th anniversary 
of Arbor Day, the ministry is par- 
ticularly proud that this year will 
set a record in acreage planted in 
Jordan. “Not less than two and a 
half million trees will have been 


planted by the end of this season " 
Dr. Gharaybeh said. 

■‘Arbor Day celebrations are 
held on a different site even' 
year,” he explained. "Every year 
we choose a new development 
project. Last year it was the Al 
Bashir Hospital, the year before 
the Polytechnic Institute and 
before that Hussein Medical City. 
This year we are inaugurating an 
ambitious plan to reforest the 
watershed area of the King Talal 
Dam and Zarqa River, which is 
why Yajouz was chosen " 

This decision was taken very 
recently, as a result of a survey 
carried out on the effects of silta- 
tion on King Talal Dam expens 
backed by West German financial 
aid. Dr. Gharaybeh went on to 
explain that the floods this season 
have caused a high rate of siltation 
which threatens the life of the 
dam. Surface runoff, which has 
been carrying a high content of 
solids into the reservoir, should be 
reduced by afforest a rion. 

Over a period of five or six 
years, the government, with Ger- 
man technical aid, intends to 
afforest the King Talal Dam basin 

250.000 dunums at a rate of 

50.000 dunums a year. Of these 
50,000 dunums, half will be 
planted with evergreens and half 
with fruit trees. 


• / 



Crown Prince Hassan being escorted back down to the road at the end 
of Tuesday's Arbor Day cerebrations. The Minister of Agriculture, 
Dr. Qasem Al Rimawi, walks behind on the Crown Prince's right. 



tince Hassan looks pleased after planting Ids first tree in Tuesday's Arbor The French Ambassador. Mr. Claude HareJ, brandishing a shovel, has every 

.planting ceremony held at Yajouz. reason t0 sorting- In typical dapper French style, even his shoes seem to have 

• ’’ 1 - escaped being stained with mud. 



. (f |: *ient Dr. Qasem Al Rimawi, the minister of agriculture, bids 
a c9*l . a, farewell at the end of the tree-planting ceremony. 

, 4-9° 9 _ ' __ 


Diplomats from the embassy of theDemocratic People's Republic of Korea getting down to the job 
of planting a pine seedling. 


Jordan 

conference 


archaeology 
set for Oxford 


By Steven Ross 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN, Jan. 1 5 — The study of 
Jordan's history and archaeology 
will receive a big boost with the 
holding this Spring of the First 
Conference on the History and 
Archaeology of Jordan in Oxford, 
England, and subsequently, the 
establishment of a Council of Jor- 
danian Archaeology as an advis- 
ory body to the Department of 
Antiquities. 

The conference, which is to be 
held under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crow/n Prince 
Hassan, is the first of a planned 
series of conferences, to be held 
biennially. This year it will meet at 
Christ Church College. Oxford, 
from March 25 to March 31. Its 
purpose. Director General of 
Antiquities Adnan Hadiditold the 
Jordan Times, is “to bring 
together scholars of international 
repute whose work reflects, in 
diverse ways, the history and 
archaeology - of Jordan from ear- 
liest prehistoric times to the 
Ottoman period. 

“The whole conference is 
Prince Hassan’s idea." he added. 
**He suggested it, has followed up 
his suggestion in getting the con- 
ference set up. and is patronising 
it." 

A glance at the provisional 
programme for the conference 
shows that the goal of a gathering 
of "scholars of repute" has been 
fulfilled. Almost forty papers are 
to be delivered, in ten sessions 
beginning with "The Geography 
and Geology' of Jordan" and pro- 
ceeding chronologically to the 
Late Islamic period. Each session 
will be chaired by a well-known 
expen on the topic. For example. 
Ihe chairman of the session on the 
Iron Age I is Dr. James Pritchard 
of the United States, and of the 

Israelis detain 



The memorial medal for the First 
Biennial Conference on the His- 
tory and Archaeology of Jordan 

two ■ sessions devoted to the 
Greek, Nabataean. Roman and 
Byzantine periods. L’Abbe Jean 
Starcky of France. 

“There are six papers." Dr. 
Hadidi said, “which will not be 
read at the conference for lack of 
time, but will be published in the 
memorial volume by the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities." 

The conference attempts to 
cover all aspects of Jordan's his- 
tory. including its cultural rela- 
tionship with other countries. 
Examples of the topics arc: 

“The Prehistory and History of 
the Jordan Landscape." by Dr. C. 
Vita FinzioftheLInited Kingdom: 
“The Late Early Syrian Culture of 
Ebla and the Development of the 
Early Bronze Civilisation of Jor- 
dan", by Prof. Paolo Marthiue of 
Italy; and “Early Islamic 
Architecture in Jordan", by Dr. 
Safwan Al Tell of the University 
of Jordan. 

Time is set aside after the deliv- 
ery of each paper for discussion 
before moving on to the next 
speaker. 

U.S. citizen 


A memorial medallion is being 
minted for' distribution to those 
attending the conference. On the 
obversjjit will bear the emblem of 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan, and on the reverse, the Khaz- 
nah facade from Petra. 

Future conferences arc to be 
held in Amman or elsewhere, 
whichever is appropriate. 

The Council of Jordanian 
Archaeology will be formed as a 
result of the first conference, 
which, in Prince Hassan' s words, is 
intended to "put Jordan on the 
map" of archaeological research. 

The council's purpose. Dr. Hadidi 
said, is to create an interest in and 
to promote such research in Jor- 
dan. and to assist the Department 
of Antiquities in the cam ing-out 
of its responsibilities. In addition 
it is intended to help the depart- 
ment in the development of its 
financial resources. 

The members of the council, 
some of whom will be selected by- 
Prince Hassan from among those 
attending the conference, include 
representatives of Jordanian gov- 
ernment bodies, prominent 
scholars— both Jordanian and 
foreign— and prominent business 
and banking figures, both from 
Jordan and abroad. Tentative 

plans call for 18 members, who 
will meet once a year in Amman or 
elsewhere as is deemed approp- 
riate. 

TODAY’S 

WEATHER 

There will be a slight improve- 
ment in weather, accompanied by 
a slight increase in temperature, it 
will remain partly cloudy, and 
winds will be northwesterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm . 


without trial 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, Jan. 
.15 (Agencies) — A United States 
citizen of Palestinian extraction 
has been kept in detention for 
over three weeks without formal 
charges being brought against 
him, an official of the West Bank 
occupation authority said this . 
week. 

Diplomatic sources said Mr. Isa 
Hanna, a Rome-based salesman, 
whom the Israeli authorities sus- 
pect of involvement with Pales- 
tinian command organisations 
complained to a U.S. consulate 
official that he had been left 

"blindfolded, kept in an unheated 
cell and forced to stand for long 
periods of time during his inter- 
rogation." But the sources said he 
did not complain of physical 
abuse. 

A sister of his said he had been 


In Ramallah 

"treated generally well," but said 
that during the first 1 2 days of his 
detention his family had not been 
allowed to send him warm clo- 
thing. 

When Mr. Hanna arrived on 
Dec. 22 to visit his family in 
Ramallah, airport security offi- 
cials ordered him to report the 
next day to the military head- 
quarters in Ramallah for ques- 
tioning. When he went to the 
headquarters, his relatives said, he 
was arrested and has not been 
released since. 

A military source said the 
Israelis suspect Mr. Hanna of hav- 
ing connections with Palestinian 
commando organisations, and 
that rhen? was nothing unusual 
about his arrest. 

Last week Mr. Hanna's deten- 
tion was extended for 30 days, a 
U.S. consulate spokesman said. 


Overnight Daytime 



low 

Ugh 

Amman 

5 

11 

Aqaba 

11 

20 

Deserts 

6 

12 

Jordan Valley 

10 

18 


LOCAL 

EXCHANGE 

RATES 

U.S. dollar 293.00/295.00 

U.K. sterling 668.90/672.90 

West German mark 170.50/171.50 
Swiss franc 185.10/186.20 

French franc 72.70/73.10 
Italian lire 

Ifor every 100) 36.50/36.70 

Japanese ven 

( for every 100) 1 23.90/ 1 24.60 
_ Dutch guilder 1 54.50/ 1 55 .40 

' Belgium franc 1 04.90. 1 05 .50 

Swedish crown 70.S0/7 1 .20 


AMMAN STOCK 

EXCHANGE REPORT 

- 


Number 

- 


Closing 

Name of Company 

Par Value 

Traded 

High 

Low 

Price 

Arab Union Insurance Co. 

JD 1.000 

820 

1.650 

1.550 

1.550 

Lime and Silicate Brick Industries Co. 

JD 5.000 

630 

5.050 

5.050 

5.050 

Arabian Development and Investment 

JD 2.000 

1700 

1.570 

1.550 

1.570 

Islamic Bank 

JD 1.000 

1000 

2.520 

2.520 

2.520 

Petra Bank 

JD 10.000 

580 

15.500 

15.500 

15.500 

Bank of Jordan 

JD 5.000 

400 

12.060 

12.000 

12.060 

Jordan Gulf Bank 

JD 1.000 

44304 

1.460 

1.440 

1.460 

Housing Bank 

JD 1.000 

50 

1 .550 

1.550 

1 .550 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 

JD 1.000 

2250 

1.900 

1.900 

1.900 

Arab Bank Co. 

JD 10.000 

50 

89.000 

89.000 

S9.000 

Cairo Amman Bank 

JD 5.000 

100 

10.600 

10.600 

10.600 

Dar Al Dawa Development 






and Investment Co. . •" 

JD 1.000 

50 

3.6bO 

3.660 

3.660 

Arab Company for Aluminium Industries 

JD 1.000 

1885 

1.420 

1.400 

1.400 

Jordan Electricity Co. 

JD 1.000 

1595 

1 .550 

1 .500 

1.500 

Jordan Cement Factories Go. 

JD 10.000 

178 

20.750 

20.500 

20.750 

Jordan Glass Factories Co. 

JD 1.000 

201 

0.800 

0.800 

O.SOO 

Jordan Spinning and Weaving Co. 

JD 1.000 

3882 

0.880 

0.880 

0.880 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard 






Factories Co. 

JD 1.000 

2170 

1.010 

1.000 

1.010 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. 

JD 5.000 

790 

9.350 

9.300 

9.300 

Jordan Phosphate Mines Co. 

JD 1.000 

250 

3.100 

3.100 

3.100 

Arab Chemical Detergents Industries Co. 

JD 1.000 

200 

1.950 

1.950 

1.950 

InL Construction and Investment 

JD 1.000 

1350 

1.010 

1.010 

1.010 

National Steel Industry 

JD 10.000 

40 

1 5.200 

15.200 

15.200 

Total Volume Traded od Tuesday, Jan. 15, 

1980: JD 121,637 




Total number of shares traded: 64,475 






Government Development Bonds 








Number 

Volume 



Year of Maturity 

Par Value 

Traded 

Traded 

High 

Low 

1988 

JD 10.000 

10 

1010 

10.100 

10.100 

1988 

JD 10.000 

100 

1006 

10.060 

10.060 

1989 • " y 

JD 10.000 

100 

1010 

10.100 

10.100 

Total Volume Traded on Tuesday, Jan. 15, 

1980: JD 2,117 




Total number of bonds traded: 210 







- BURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

sists of two bedrooms, sitting- 
.n,snf&lldlning-room,.kitchen,cen- 
t -a v;i ' heating and a garden. 

ttion: Jabal Amman, 4th Circle. 

1. 2371 2 from 9 a.m. - 12 a.m. 
^11594 from 5 p,m. - 10 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished apartment. Consists of one bedroom, living, 
dining-room, kitchen and bath. Second floor. Centrally 
heated and shared telephone. 

Location: Jabal Amman, between 3rd and 4th circles 

Please contact tel. 41443 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Jordan Express Co. 

Air, Sea, Land Transport and Customs Clear- 
ance. . - 

Announces the change of their 
telephone No. 

The new tel. No. is 62722 

Police College Street - Amman 


SALE OF HOUSE HOLD EFFECTS 
AND A RANGE ROVER 

Diplomat leaving Jordan will be selling numerous 
effects (no furniture) on Friday, Jan. 18. 

House situated on Jabal Amman, between 4th and 5th 
Circles, next door to British Embassy Club. 

Tel. 44230 
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Pakistan bat 254 for seven 

MADRAS, Jan. 15 (R) -- Pakistan failed to make the most of a 
perfect batting pitch and were 254 for seven at the dose of the first' 
day of the fifth cricket test against India here today. India, who 
lead 1-0 in the six-match series, prevented the tourists from 
exploiting the conditions by splendid performances from medium 
pace bowler Kapil Dev and wicketkeeper Syed Kirmafii. Kapil 
Dev overcame an erratic opening spell to finish with four for 90, 
while Kirmani held four catches and ran out Majid Khan. Pakis- 
tan, who need to win this test to have a chance of victory in the 
series, now depend on all-rounder Imran Khan, who is 27 not out, 
to boost the total tomorrow. 
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'Towers for the 70-metre and 90-metres Olympic ski jumps are 
’located at Intervale, New York about 2 Vi kilometres from the 


Village Centre. A stadium seating 15.000 spectators was added 
after this picture was taken (International Communications 
Agency photo). 


Stadler wins Bob Hope Golf Classic 

PALM DESERT, California, Jan. 15 (R) — Craig Stadler, 26. a 
former U.S. amateur champion, won the five-day $304,000 Bob 
Hope Desen Golf Classic by two strokes to record his first victory 
in the U.S. professional golf tour. 

Solomon advances in tennis tourney 

TOWSON, Maryland, Jan. 15 (AP)— Top-seeded Harold Sol- 
omon ended a marathon day of tennis yesterday with an easy 6-1. 
6-2 triumph over Mike Grant during the opening round of the 
$75,000 Grand Prix Tennis Tournament. Solomon, the defending 
' champion, completed the victory in less than 50 minutes in con- 
trast to the general order of the day which featured long, three-set 
.matches ana included five Lie-breakers. The most exciting match 
went to fifth-seeded Tom Gorman, who outlasted Ross Case of 
Australia 7-6, 6-1, 7-6, in three hours and 15 minutes. Gorman 
won the first tie-breaker 7-3, Case the second 9-1 and Gorman 
the decisive one, 7-5. The tournament is sponsored by rhe First 
National Bank of Maryland. All the other seeded players also 
advanced. No. 4 Marty Riessen defeated Nick Saviano. 6-2, 6-4, 



.'t 




This view of Lake Placid, New York looks toward Whiteface 
Mountain (upper right). At centre is the speed -ska ting oval. It 
adjoins Lake Pakrid High School, which becomes the com- 
munications centre during the Winter Olympic Gaines. To the left 
is the Village Centre ice arena comples. 


and No.l Geoff Masters of Australia downed Paul Kronk 6-0. 
6-1, 7-6. In an. earlier match, unseeded Mark Edmondson won in 
straight sets, dominating Bob Trogolo, 6-3. 6-1, in 46 minutes. 

English FA Cup results 

LONDON, Jan. 15 (Rj — First Division promotion club Crystal 
Palace and Second Division leaders Chelsea were the victims of 
startling upsets in the English Football Association (F.A.) Cup 
replays last night. Pa! ace ."who have fallen back to mid-table in 
Division One after battling for the lead early in the season, could 
not survive a rash of injuries and went down 2-1 to Swansea of 
Division Two in the third round second replay. 

Chelsea, who took over the Second Division lead by blasting 
four goals in against their main rivals. Newcastle, last Saturday, 
were upset 1-0 at home by Wigan of the Fourth Division. Wigan's 
achievement was perhaps the greater of The two. Only elected to 
the league before the 1978-79 season, they finished a creditable 
sixth and this year they are promisingly placed in eighth position. 
Tommy Gore scored with a dclicaierfiip in the 40th minute and 
Chelsea could never recover on an icy field which made move- 
ment hazardous. 

Wigan, who now face an away match against First Dvision 
Everton had much to thunk keeper John Brown for. He was 
outstanding, particularly in the second half. Palace were without 
first team regulars Kenny Sansom. Gerry Francis. Mike Flanagan 
and Peter Nicholas, but still managed the first goal after 12 
minutes from Terry Boyle. 

However Swansea unleashed an all-out offensive in the second 
half and were rewarded with goals from Roddy James after 53 
minutes and David Giles with just 20 minutes left. Swansea meet 
Reading of Division Three in the next round. Also last night. 
Middlesbrough of the First Dvision finally disposed of Fourth 
Divison Portsmouth 3-0 in their replay and will clash with Bir- 
mingham in the fourth round. 

Third Division Swindon Towns League Cup semifinal, first leg. 
soccer match against First Division Wolverhampton Wanderers 
was today postponed for a week because of a frozen pitch. The 
other semifinal, between Nottingham Forest and Liverpool, was 
expected to be played tomorrow as scheduled. 

England makes cricket team-changes 

ADELAIDE, Australia. Jan. 15 (AP) — Nottinghamshire bats- 
man Derek Randall was dropped tonight from the England team 
to play the West Indies in the World Scries Cup one-day cricket 
'match* at Adelaide Oval today. However, if opener Geoff Boycott . 
fails a fitness lest tomorrow morning. Randall. 28. will be rein- 
stated. Boycott, 39. is still worried about bruising to his left hand 
-- the legacy of a nasty short delivery from Lenny Pascoo in the 
second test in Sydney eight day's ago. 

Boycott was impressive in the Adelaide Oval last Tuesday 
night, but is still concerned that he is not completely fit. Randall's 
form, however, has been woeful. He has scored five noughts in his 
past nine innings and has only twice reached 50 in 10 innings on 
the tour. This is in stark contrast to last season's performance 
where he finished second to David Gower in test averages, with 
385 runs at 3S.50. England, which has played very well through- 
out the competition, is assured of a place in the final. The West 
Indies have retained the 12 that convincingly defeated Australia 
in the second test in Melbourne over the new vear holiday. 
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RACKING & CRATING 
Aft 4 SEA FREIGHT 
TRAVEL 4 TOURISM 
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SUPERMARKET 

FRESH DAILY!! 

meat, fruits & vegetables 
'Plus big assortment; of 
foodstuffs and beverages 
5th Circle. Orthodox Cltib Rd . 
Tel. 44860 


I n re a nt 

j T L'CCL^cap j 

■ NEW MODELS I 

1 LONG OR SHORT TERM 
CALL 6413?, 8 TODAY 

L Shmeisani, Next to Omar . 

Khayyam Hotel. j 

■ < WMCI ■ BflBH ■ HMI ■ BBBBBBB < 



•►HIPPING TRAVEL H TOURISM 
INSURANCE-CLEARANCE 
AIR FRE'GHT PACKING 

Pi EASE CONTACT: 


AMIN KAWAR « SONS 



Tr.*v<?I & Tourism 


T f‘ 1 . 37 195. 22324 5 6-7-3-9 

1 • « 1 :m ;> ’.'Vs;-:-'' 

>’ • j (i i ► 7 8 Cl i A • . , • • id 


SUPER -M R k 


E T S 


I ^ alel Super <S)flarket . 

__ ^ aiai jfLroieb?eh_ 

For fresh meat and a com* 
plote selection of Imported' 
foodstuffs visit us today.! 
Opp. F state ti P ha rmacy 


yxii -:e.3 tut ■ (irnf.T* [■] i r-y 


Seo Abou Fuad in our 
butchery for ttiofinest 


furniture 



0 CMI Defence St 

XeandiHaoiaH 

(/ u. /2-L. 


Our Danish A Swedish towns' 
feature down Mod cua£ 
to™ J n the laM stylos. We stso 
dining tables end waN 
units ail available ‘duty-free to 


R <- s i A U H A r, i s 
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RESTAURANT . 

Wadi EsseerlSt, below AI>DAR 


Vte would like to wish all our 
customers Seasons Greetings 
.and InvttB you lo a dinner* 
Bdanoa on Dec. 25th and the 
731 «L Reservation* can be 
r made et the raetturant. 


FEEL AT HOME 
AT BEEFY!! 

Stop in for or take-away your 
favourite ham- 
burgers, pizzas, 
BE'E'FY chicken tikka, ice 
Wf? cream , milk 
shakes & more at. 

• Beefy. Between 
Fires I & Dakhalieh circles. 


WELCOME 


CHICKEN 
- TIKKA 
INN 

Prince Mohammad St. 
Wadi Seer Rd. 
Opposite CrtiBank 

Tel. 42437-Amman 


A O A B A 


M I S C t L L A N L O U S 





Samir Amis 

Restaurant & Bar 


located In central Aqaba, we 
oner you superb Oriental. 
Barop — n & Seafood dishes, 
nesh sweets dally. Catering & 
Manway service available. 
TaL 04-5505 


<zjy[hcxjjia\ cHotst : 


Air conditioned com- 
fort, fresh water pool, 
disco end much more 
make Miramar the 
place to stay in Aqaba. 
Come in time for our 
_ Saturday buffet. 

4347 P.O. Box 60 



Established to promote the pre- 
servation and marketing of hand- awi 
made articles by Jordanian crafts-.. 
men. Visit vs soon to aeethe unique \ 
and practical items at the-center (see 
. map). ornotU 

Jordan Craft Development Center 
Telephone 44555 P.O. Bpx 2701 * * 1 


We welcome you to 






k dataoan. TSa&aat 

At Al-Hussafn Youth City 
. Socialised in: 

Olive Wood. Mother of Pearl, -Silvsr, 1 
Gold Jewellery* all Rind of Hand- 
icraft Products wholesale & Retail 

T »*- mm FA Sea STar 


CONTACT LENSES 
(Hard & Soft) 







Relax In edmfort end ease at tt 
Aqaba Holiday Inn when ch 
dean under IZyStay free wht 
sharing the same room wi 
their parents. 

Tal.O426-7-BTix.022 



\xlp 










omputerised 1 colossus 

5 22 metre reflector is the heart of the new Gemian- 
nlsh observatorypn Caiar Alto. After being tested at the 
' Jelberg Max*- Planck Institute of Astronomy it was 
ailed in Europe's largest observatory In southern Spain, 
pite its. si*e .and.-lts enormous wefght-the reflector 
3 hs three tons and stands 12 metres tall-the com-, 
prised colossus can be moved with incredible precision, 
the slowest speed the telescope would take about 148 
ra for one full rotation (DaD photo) 


PQRECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, JAN. 16, 1960 





Irom the Carroll Rlghtor Institute 


ENEHAL TENDENCIES: A good day to make aura 
i you organize your life so you can make rapid progress 
have greater abundance in the future. Show that you 
most thoughtful of others. 

RXES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Go to the moat influential 
ions you know who can assistance yon in careen 1 mat* 
Be more optimistic about the fixture. 

AURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You are inspired with 
- and practical ideas now that can help your growth 
development, so follow through with them. 

EM INI (May 21 to June 21) Put those ideas to work 
t will help improve regular routines. Avoid one who is 
.■ocxitical and could harm you in some way. 

IOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) Try to,be more 
active with associates and cooperate more with them 
, get excellent results. Safeguard your health. 

EO (July 22 to Aug. 21) Give personal attention to 
t work ahead of you and get excellent results. Take no 
;a with your reputation at this time. 

1RGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Take time for recreation 
1 ease tensions you have been under for some time, 
nk along optimistic hnee. 

.IBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) Spend more time and effort 
family affaire and get the results you want Forget 
ir worries and get more sleep. 

CORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Go to the proper sources 
the data and infonnation you need. Be alert to new 
is that can help you advance in career matters. 
AGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) The planets are 
st favorable for making progress in your line of 
Leavor. Be more encouraging to others. 

1APRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Show more friendli- 
s to those around you instead of keeping your bead up 
he sky and being so stuckup. 

iQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Studying personal af- 
.-s weQ can show you the way to improve them. Take 
re interest in matters of love. 

SCE9 (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Look to more influential 
for the assistance you need to make a greater suc- 
of life. Strive for happiness. 


REN BRIDGE 


CHARLES H. GOREN' 
JfD OMAB SHARIF ' 
3*79 bjrjChtcsgo Tribune 


^ .. vulnerable. East deals. 
* n W0BTli 

AT SB VAK J54 


0 K6 
♦ KQ 

• -T 

4 

62 

•- 

„ SOUTH 
*J652 

-! <?987 

i\ \H\ 0 1032 

•sdllji * 1064 
***” liddine:- 


m 


EAST 
4Q93 
VQ3 
0 J54 
* J9753 


, ™ v* bidding: • 

South West North 
Pass 1 6 Dble. 

' 1 * P*M 4 ♦ 


Pass 1 0 Dble: 
1 ♦ Pass 4 ♦ 
Pass Pass 

ing lead: Ace of 4. 


om an incident in the 
of yore, we have been 
ed to beware of Greeks' 
,...ng gifts. Our opponents 
-ii'l table often play, the 

~ of Greeks, but if .this 
is any gauge, the only 
We seem to learn from 
is that we don't learn 
history. 

nth had about the "worst 
.—"'he could possibly have 
is bid, so he wasn't very 
ed to hear his partner 
•to game after -he - 
& : aided with one spade to 

takeout double. Once, he 
' ~ lummy, however, he had 
„ mit that he would have 
f . . the same thing. 

* \.:st led the ace of 

''ionds against four 
•"'‘is, then cashed the ace 
bs before reverting to a 
>nd. Declarer won the 


mw. 


king in dummy, then took his 
first shot for the contract by 
cashing the ace and king of 
• -trumps in an-aitempt-to drop 
the queen. 

When that did not come to 
pass, declarer decided to try 
to convince the defenders 
that he was preparing for an. 
end {day. He cashed the king- 
of clubs before exiting with 
trump. East was Jean Papo 
of Daly City, Calif-_ She 
was not enthused with her 
prospects. It was obvious 
that if she forced dummy to 
ruff, declarer would have no 
entry to his hand. Therefore, 
he would have to cash the ace 1 
and king of hearts, and she ; 
could see that that would 
have most gratifying results 
for the opposition. 

Declarer could not be left 
to his own resources— be 
needed some help! So East 
craftily underled the jack of 
clubs. Much to his surprise/ 

- declarer found that he was in 
his hand with the ten of 
dubs!. . 

He could not wait to take 
advantage of this great 
stroke of “luck” to by the 
heart finesse. Thus, East won. 
her queen of hearts for a one- 
trick set and a very good- 
result. . 

Instead of being overcome 
with this stroke of good for-j 
tune in winning the club in ‘ 
his hand, declarer should-, 
have asked himself why the 
opponents were so generous.; 
The only explanation could; 
be that someone wanted him' 
to have the opportunity of 
taking the heart finesse. If he . 
-believed that- the opponents, 
were not trying to help him 
make the contract, he would' 
have spurned the finesse in 
favor of trying to drop the 
queen of hearts. 


HINES! 



. Jabal Amman First Circle. Tel. 

ana Best unmese 21083! Jabal Hussein behind 
urant in Jordan. Jerusalem Cinema. Tel. 2 1 73 1 . 

Circle, Jabal Amman, Jabal Luweibdeh, Hawooz Or- 
tho Ahllyah School or de, Tel. 30646. Zwqa Cinema 
i Tel. 38958. . Naw Street Tel. 8201 1 . Nortb- 

tom noon to3:30 cm Marks / Naqawa Entrance, 
ja . ; .Anrt' fi-'sn— 11 -30m Id- Northern Hasheim /Naqawa 
^ Alsf take tome Cm*L WalxUt near the Hoi*- 

- ira Bank. Irtid Hasheim Street 

by Ph0n«' . | Himmeh road. 

V it. . ror adverostng tn «bQ«» column s cont act 

a- , 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



THE Daily Crossword 


by Hugh Me Elroy 


CALBEM 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


ACROSS 
1 Hang down 
4 Remain 
9 “Madam, 

I’m — ” 

13 Vigodaand 
Lincoln 

15 Name, in 
Nero's Rome 

16 Ford co- 
runner 

17 Farmer, 
or cheap 

18 Stared 
open- 
mouthed 

19 Lulu 

20 “All men 
— be im- 
mortal" 

22 Russian 
coop 


23 Gem 

24 Oval sport 
27 TVs “Lou 

Grant" 

29 Walked 

30 Before tee 

33 Keaton of 
movies 

34 Com 

35 Beverage 

36 Dam 

37 Sweet stuff 

38 Plummet 
nail 

39 “But — on 
forever" 

40 Kinds 

41 Lobster 
claw 

42 Decade 

43 Certain 
school 


Yesterdays 


Print answer here; ^ X Jl [ J I ] 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ACRID GOUGE OUTFIT NOODLE 

Answer What the hypochondriac said every time she 
discovered a new symptom— 

"GOOD GRIEF!" 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


44 Author 
Fannie 

45 Travolta 
movie 

47 Blue and 
Turpin 

48 Made out 

50 Escape 

routes, 
at times 

54 Pearl Buck 
heroine 

55 Iraq port 

57 Chemical 
compound 

58 Portal 

59 Revered 
ones 

60 Evans or 
Robertson 

61 Nibble 

62 French 
playwright 

63 Blue 


Peanuts 


UQLQ STILL... I LL 
TRY MEASURING YOUR 
MOUTH AGAIN... 


HMM...0NE UP 15 ON 
THE SIX ANP THE OTHER 
UP 15 ON THE NINE... 




HEuzmn Sian rararatn 
Him mi HHram nnrcra 
HDC1HI71 HHHDntfniDH 
HBBEiniilHE'iB 000110 
EBB EUHDE0 BESH 

IJRCliF fSITira HRO0 
BGEBB BOBnm ODD 
nrarannnra rarararanrara 
eject EinnsiD 00000 
ebbh nnn nenra 

BEE EBDB 00H 

niifcir.Uii ejerrurejoh 

RC1EI3BBHRH nrarcnm 

BRI3R EOEB GE1HBCT 
BEBEBBE 0H00H 



1 

Alan or 


lion 



Cheryl 

47 

Crow 


2 

Theater 

48 

Verne's 



award 


Phi leas 


3 

Deportable 

49 

King or 



type 


Arkin 


4 

Show backer 

51 

Heraldic 


5 

Vessel 


bearing 


6 

Part of VIP 

52 

Game from 


7 

Poor grade 


India 


8 

Remnant 

53 

Killed 


9 

Beautify 

55 

“So 


10 

Quarrel 

56 

Summer 



rejoinder 


cooler 


Andy Capp 


M 

M 




'n 1 Jeff 




“MAT'S “WE ONE 
WHO INSISTS ON 
BURNIN 1 'ER , 
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Salvadorean gunmen free 
hostages held at embassy 


SAN SALVADOR, Jan. 15, (Agen- 
cies) - Leftist gunmen released two 
ambassadors and four other hostages 
held at the Panamanian embassy 


seized last Friday, after Salvadorean 
authorities bowed to the captors 1 
demands that seven prisoners be freed 
from jail. 


Ambassadors David Pere of 
Panama and Alejandro AJvarado 
Piza of Panama were set free 
unharmed by the Popular League 
of February 28 (LP-28), a leftist 
anti-government protest group. 

About 50 armed LP-28 mem- 
bers stormed the embassy on Fri- 
day and took the hostages to 
demand the release of seven com- 
rades arrested by security forces 
nearly a month ago. 

The Salvadorean government 
released the seven after an appeal 
from Panama and Costa Rica. 

Also freed with the two ambas- 
sadors were consuls Maria Teresa 
Barraza of Panama and Santos 
David Lopez of Costa Rica and 
two Salvadorean embassy 
employees. 

The’ Costa Rican diplomats 
were paying a courtesy call on Mr. 
Pere when the embassy was 
seized. 

The Costa Rican diplomats 
were paying a courtesy call on Mr. 
Pere when the embassy was 
seized. 

“Thank God everything is over. 
Thank God everyone is safe." Mr. 


Pere said as he walked out of the workers, 
embassy. He said their captors 
treated them well. 


“We have received assurances 
from the government that they 
(LP-28 members) will not be 
harmed. No action will be taken 
against them," he added. 

All the hostages looked fit and 
well and none made any com- 
plaints. 

As demanded by the leftist 
group, security forces kept well 
away from the embassy. 

Before the hostages were freed, 
about half the leftists who had 
stormed the embassy slipped out 
into the night in pairs. The rest 
boarded a bus for the national 
university escorted by Mr. Pere in 
his car. 

The release of the hostages 
came about four hours after seven 
LP-28 members held at Usulutan 
prison. 115 kilometres east of 
here, were freed. 

They had been arrested and 
charged with possession of arms 
and forcible entry they seized a 
coffee planter's residence to 
demand higher wages for his 


Meanwhile, South African 
Ambassador Archibald Gardner 
Dunn, held hostage by a Marxist 
guerrilla group here, faced execu- 
tion today unless the government 
met his kidnappers' demands. But 
the El Salvador government has 
refused to meet the demands, 
including recognition of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organization. The 
group said in December that Mr. 
Dunn would die if the demands 
were not met. 

The group, not the same one as 
released the embassy hostages, set 
the Tuesday deadline after post- 
poning Mr. Dunn's original execu- 
tion date of Dec. 28. A letter sent 
to Mr. Durm’s family and a picture 
of him holding a newspaper dated 
after Dec. 28 later were released 
to show he was still alive. 

But that was tbe last contact 
with the guerrilla group which has 
demanded: publication of a leng- 
thy political manifesto in 102 
countries in 65 languages and 
severance of diplomatic relations 
with South Africa and chile as well 
as recognition of die PLO. 


Court drops charges against Indira 


Kennedy’s Chappaquiddick tale 
‘false in several respects’ 


NEW YORK, Jan. 15 (R) - 
Senator Edward Kennedy's 
account of the 1 969 car accident at 
Chappaquidick in which a young 
woman died is false in several 
respects, according to new sci- 
entific studies published by the 
Readers Digest magazine. 

A spokesman for Mr. Kennedy 
last night described the 
magazine’s claims, based partly on 
foe first-ever computer recon- 
struction of the accident in which 
Mary Jo Kopechne died, as "a 
very serious misrepresentation.’’ 

The Chappaquiddick accident 
occurred when foe senator and 
Miss Kpechne, a former campaign 
worker for his brother Robert, 
were driving home late at night 
after a party. 

Senator Kennedy's car plunged 
off a small wooden bridge into a 
murky pond. He escaped through 
the car* s window, but Miss 
Kopechne was trapped inside and 
drowned. 

The senator was convicted of 
leaving tbe scene of an 
accident— he did not report it for 
10 hours— and the tragedy has 
haunted his political life ever 
since. 

The Readers Digest said it had 
decided to commission the new 
study because Senator Kennedy 
had announced his candidacy for 
this year’s presidential elections. 

Tbe Digest said foe senator's 
account of how fast he drove to foe 
bridge over a pond at Chap- 
paquiddick island was false, as was 
his account of his swim later that 



Senator Kennedy 
night across the Edgartown har- 
bour channel. 

Digest senior editor John Bar- 
ron, who prepared the magazine’s 
10,000-word report, said that in 
addition to the new evidence, a 
re-examination of the senators 
statement on the accident also 
raised new doubts on the case. 

Raymond McHenry, a car- 
accident analyst hired by the 
magazine, found after a computer 
reconstruction of the accident that 
foe senator's claim was false that 
he was travelling at 32 kilometres 
an hour when he suddenly came to 
foe bridge and then swerved off it. 

The Digest said Mr. McHenry 
used extensive data fed to a com- 
puter. including such things as the 
car's weight, wheel base, the ele- 
vation of the road and the distance 
the car travelled after leaving foe 
bridge. 

It said he concluded that the 


senator was actually going at 
about 55 kilometres an hour on 
foe wrong side of the road and that 
foe car’s plunge into the pond was 
probably caused by “panic brak- 
ing". 

At a Washington press con- 
ference called in response to the 
Digest report. Senator Kennedy's 
campaign manager and brother- 
in-law Stephen Smith said that 
investigators at the time of foe 
accident found that foe car was 
going at about 32 kilometres an 
hour. A private consulting firm 
hired by the senator had readied 
the same conclusion. 

Senator Kennedy’s claim that 
after his escape from the car he 
swam against foe tide and thought 
be was going to drown was also 
challenged by the Digest. 

The magazine’s study it com- 
missioned from oceanographer 
Bernard Le Mehaute found that 
the current in the hazbour that 
night was very weak and the 
senator's account of his swim 
could not have been accurate. 

But Mr. Smith said a review of 
the senator's account by a pro- 
fessor of ocean engineering whom 
he hired supported Mr. Kennedy's 
account that he was almost swept 
away. 

The Digest also took issue with 
the senator’s repeated claim that 
he cooperated fully with 
authorities investigating foe case. 
It said that the transcript of his 
initial interview with police 
showed the senator refusing to 
answer questions and walking out. 


Alitalia hijacker 
surrenders 


NEW DELHI, Jan. 15 (R)-A 
special court set up last year to try 
Indian Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi for alleged offences when 
she was last in power dropped 
proceedings today in two of three 
cases against her. 

The ruling was made 24 hours 
after Mrs. Gandhi was sworn in as 
prime minister following her land- 
slide victory in a general election. 
In one case, Mrs. Gandhi, 62, was 
charged with harassing four gov- 
ernment officials when they 
attempted to collect information 
on an unsuccessful car man- 
ufacturing project by her son San- 
jay. 

In the second case she was 
accused of illegally arresting two 
people during the 21 -month 
emergency which ended with her 
defeat in the 1977 general elec- 
tion. Both charges carry a max- 
imum sentence of seven years’ 
imprisonment. 

Ruling on a petition by Mrs. 
Gandhi last year. Justice Mangi 
Lai Jain held that the creation of 
special courts was not con- 
stitutional. India's new law minis- 
ter. P. Shiv Shankar, said yes- 
terday he would scrap the special 
courts set up by the Janata Party- 
government last June to expedite 
proceedings against Mrs. Gandhi. 

■■The prime minister also faces 
charges in a third case due to come . 
up in another special court on 
February 4. She is accused of con- 
spiring with others to obtain 139 
jeeps without payment for use in 
the 1977 election. Mrs. Gandhi 
has denounced the special courts 
as an instrument of political ven- 
detta and said her opponents have 
been unable to uphold a single 
allegation against her. 



Tito’s doctors issue gloomy report 


w:m 


Mrs. Indira Gandhi, newly elected prime monster of India, places 
a wreath of roses on the memorial of her father Jawahartal Nehru 
yesterday who was also India’s first prime minister. On tbe left is 
Mrs. Gandhi’s son, San jay. (AP wirepboto) 


BELGRADE, Jan. 15 (R) - Pres- 
ident Tim’s doctors issued another 
gloomy report on his health today 
after an unsuccessful leg operation 
at the weekend. 

. Yugoslavia’s top Communist 
party bodies meanwhile met in 
special session to discuss his 
treatment for a blocked artery in 
his left leg. 

An official statement said that 
the 24-man Party Presidency and 
the 165-member Central Com- 
mittee, the two top policy-making 
bodies, received a full report on 
the health of foe 87-year-old pres- 
ident.- It said the committee 



President Tito 

approved all the measures which 
has been taken. 


Western diplomats said the 
unusual meeting of the frill com-' 
mittee reflected the gravity of the 
situation. 

In their bulletin, the president's 
panel of eight medical professors 
said that the condition of his leg 
was unchanged but he was feeling 
better and his temperature, which 
•rose yesterday, had been brought 
down. 

Medical sources find it difficult 
to assess the situation on the basis 
of terse medical bulletins but say 
the possibility of a amputation of 
the affected leg was strong in such 
cases. 


PALERMO, Sicily, Jan. 15 
(R) — An unarmed. Tunisian, 
described as kind and gentle, 
gave himself up here early 
today 12 hours after hijacking 
an Alitalia DC-9 airliner on a 
flight from Rome to Tunis. 

All 89 passengers and crew 
were freed after an experience 
which one called “quite foe most 
peaceful way to be kidnapped.” 

The Tunisian had claimed he 
had an accomplice with a bomb. 
He was taken to Palermo jail after 
Italian Prime Minister Francesco 
Cossiga promised him “maximum 
clemency." 

A Tunisian passenger, who 
spoke at length with the hijacker 
during 10 tense hours of negoti- 
ations in French on the tarmac of 
Palermo's Punta Raisi airport, 
said afterwards that there was no 
accomplice and no bomb. 

An Alitalia spokesman con- 
firmed that the hijacker was 
unarmed. He would not identify 
the man except to say that he was 
28 years old. 

The hijacker sought the release 
of 25 political prisoners jailed in 
Tunis in 1978, the spokesman 
said, bur according to uncon- 
firmed reports foe Tunisian gov- 
ernment rejected his demand. 

The man finally agreed to give 
himself up after Mr. Cossiga. in 
touch with Palermo from Rome, 
told negotiators in foe control 
tower to promise him maximum 
sympathetic treatment. 

The Tunisian earlier allowed 
the 20 women and children on 
board to leave the airliner and 
later peimitted two sick pas- 
sengers to be carried off on 
stretchers. 

“Thank God He was so calm." 
said one of the passengers, Briton 
Derek Burn, 55. “It was quite the 
most peaceful way to be 

West African 
states appeal 
for food aid 


hijacked." 

Tbe hijacker took control when 
foe plane was nearing Tunis and 
for two hours it flew around the 
Mediterranean. It was refused 
landing rights in Tripoli and 
Malta, according to reports here, 
and finally landed at Palermo for 
refuelling. 

Few passengers knew they had 
been hijacked until it landed. Its 
Italian captain, Mr. Furio 
Oggiano, told them that the route 
had been changed for "technical 
reasons." 

A Tunisian passenger said foe 
hijacker '‘was gentle and kind and ' 
wanted to show the world that a 
revolution is needed in our coun- 
try" 

“l said he should find another 
expression for his views." the pas- ■ 
senger added. 

“He told me he had a secret 
band sign to alert his accomplice in 
the rear of the plane but I could 
sense he was alone. 

“First he said he would let the 
passengers go and kill himself. But 
then he decided to surrender and 
foe police led him away." 

Botha appoints 
officers to SA’s 
security body 


Says Amnesty International in special report 

Soviets launch major crackdown on dissenters 


LONDON, Jan. 15 (R)— Amnesty 
International, foe British-based 
human rights movement, today 
said a major crackdown on dis- 
senters appeared to be under way 
in the Soviet Union. 

Among those seized or tried 
recently were nine members of 
unofficial groups which monitor 
Soviet compliance with foe human 
rights provisions of foe 1975 Hel- 
sinki conference on security and 
cooperation in Europe, it stated. 

More than 40 people were 
known to have been arrested over 
the past three months for foe 
non-violent exercise of human 
rights. 3 spokesman said. Such 
activities included freedom of 
expression and association and 
exercise of religious beliefs. 


Mexico discovers oil field 
with 1.5 billion barrels 


MEXICO CITY, Jan. 15 (R) - 
Mexico's state oil company Pemex 
said yesterday it had discovered a 
new field in the southeast of the 
country with a calculated 1 .5 bil- 
lion barrels of reserves. 

Pemex director Jorge Diaz Ser- 
rano said the field, the Iris- 
Giraldas complex, could be 
counted among foe giant oil fields 
in the world. Mexico's total 
proven reserves total 45 billion 
barrels. 

Mr. Diaz Serrano was addres- 
sing the opening session of a six- 
day meeting of foe Latin Ameri- 
can State Oil Reciprocal Assis- 
tance Organisation (Arpel) 
attended by Brazil. Bolivia, 
Argentina, Mexico, Ecuador and 
Venezuela. 

He said the prospects for oil and 
gas discoveries in Latin America 
were good. 

“Latin America has 20 per cent 
of the sedimentary basins in the 
world, which constitutes a good 
likelihood for the existence of oil 
below ground or in the continental 
shelf," he said. 

Earlier. Mr. Diaz Serrano said 
Mexico will cut off crude ofl sup- 
plies to any client country or com- 
pany which uses Mexican pet- 
roleum to speculate on tbe world 
spot market. 

He told reporters that Mexico 
would not speculate on foe world 
petroleum market and would tty 
to prevent other countries from 
using its oil supplies for specu- 
lation. 


“ If we discover and can prove 
that this fundamental rule is being 
violated by a client, we wul 
exclude him without mercy 
because we cannot permit this/* 
Mr. Diaz Serrano added. 

He said Mexico had ways to dis- 
covering violations, but did not 
give details. 

Mexico sells oil to nine coun- 
tries — the United States, Brazil, 
Costa Rica, Spain. France, Israel, 
Japan, Nicaragua and Yugoslavia. 


The figure compared with 400 
recorded arrests of people even- 
tually brought to trial or com- 
mitted to psychiatric hospitals in a 
period of four years leading to 
May 1979, the spokesman said. 

“The authorities seem to have 
thrown caution to tbe winds,” he 
stated. 

Olympics approach 

The spokesman said Amnesty 
was particularly concerned by 
both foe numbers and idemitiesof 
those held, especially at a time — 
with tiie approach or the Moscow 
Olympics — when the authorities 
might have been expected to be in 
a more generous mood. 

“There is a possibility that the 
government, instead of relaxing a 
lot during foe Olympics, will try to 
starve" public information by 
arresting as many dissidents as 
possible," an official said. “But 
one can only guess." 

The Amnesty spokesman would 
not speculate on whether foe 
arrests were connected with a new 
Kremlin toughness in light of the 
movement of troops into 
Afghanistan. He pointea out foe 
arrests outlined in today’s special 
report took place before the 
Afghanistan move. 

But one official commented: 
“If s conceivable a hard line is 
being pursued.” 


As well as those connected with 
so-called Helsinki groups, “others 
arrested or tried included mem- 
bers of independent trade union 
groups, religious believers, 
would-be emigrants, activists for 
the rights of national groups and 
conscientious objectors to military 
service," Amnesty said in the 
statement. 

“In the same period, several 
human rights activists have been 
given long sentences of impris- 
onment and at least two are 
known to have been- confined to 
special psychiatric hospitals, foe 


harshest form of ‘psychiatric 

detention in tbe USSR," it added. 
• * • 

The crackdown appeared to be 
countrywide, the organisation 
said. 

Amnesty said tbe crackdown 
had occurred since October when 
the organisation sent an open let- 
ter to President Leonid Brezhnev 
emphasising international con- 
cern about human rights vio- 
lations. 

“We had hoped the authorities 
would release a significant 
number of prisoners of con- 


science,'' a spokesman said. “But 
so far the major development has 
been in increase in foe number of 
arrests and trials." 

The arrest of three prominent 
dissenters last November was 
reported at the time to have 
removed any lingering hopes that 
the imminence of the Olympics 
might bring a softer Kremlin line 
on dissent. 

“They seem to be going out of 
their way to demonstrate that they 
don't care about foreign opinion 
at all." a human rights observer 
said then. 


OUAGADOUGOU. Jan. 15 
(R)— Drought-stricken West 
African countries on the southern 
fringes of the Sahara Desert have 
appealed for urgent food aid to 
offset a shortage of almost one 
million tonnes of grain. 

Sir Duqf Dawda, president of the 
Gamba and chairman of an 
eight-nation organisation against 
drought in foe SaheL said this 
year's crop had been “vety dis- 
' couraging" because of poof irre- 
gular rainfall. 

About 27 million people with 
an average life expectancy of less 
than 50 live in the Sahel which has 
been hit by drought year after 
year. 

“Food prospects are very grim 
and I call on the international 
community for urgent aid to foe 
people of Sahel," Sir Dawda said 
at foe opening of a two-day sum- 
mit of the Sahel states. 

He said the desert republic of 
Mauritania as well as Cape Verde 
were foe worst-hit by drought for 
the second year running. 


PRETORIA, Jan. 15 (R) - Prime 
Minister Pieter Botha today 
appointed two top military and 
police officers to the controversial 
Department of National Security 
(DONS), in a move apparently 
aimed at curbing foe power of 
South Africa's intelligence ser- 
vice. 

DONS has come under strong 
criticism from the local press and 
leading politicians following dis- 
closures by a former South Afri- | 
can security agent to a British j 
newspaper on secret surveillance j 
activities. — ‘ 

Former agent Arthur McGivei. 
told foe London Observer that the 
department keeps files on leading 
politicians, taps their telephones 
and intercepts their mail. 

Military sources saw the trans- 
fer of Rear Admiral Willem du 
Plessis, a top officer in military' 
intelligence, and Brigadier Frans, 
Steempkamp. second in command* 
of security police, as a move aimed 
at curbing the power and aut- 
onomy of DONS. 

Mr. Botha said in a statement! 
that the transfers were intended toj 
"improve the interaction between 
the Department of National Sec-' 
urity, the South African police and- 
the South African defence force." 

Hie military sources said foe 
move was part of Mr. Botha's 
“total strategy" aimed at centra! 
coordination, usually through hif 
national security council, of al : 
major aspects of national policy.^ 
Senior military officers already 
serve on all inter-deparrmenta 
committees of government, a 
well as on foe increasingly pow 
erful security council. 

DONS is the successor to th 
Bureau for State Security ( BOSS 
which acquired an intematiofi* 7 
reputation as a lough, ind 
pendent body. 


India’s pastime: taunting women 


It’s an expression understood only in India, 
and as a social phenomenon it’s on the 
increase. “Eve teasing” — the molesting or 
taunting of girls and women — is becoming 
almost a national pastime in tradition-bound 
India. No girl who dresses in modern clothes 
and goes alone to public places is safe from 
physical assault, as A.J. Singh reports. 


Synod tries to heal split 
in Dutch Catholic church 


NEW DELHI— Single women 
planning to visit India should leam 
karate or judo, or cany safety pins 
for travelling in buses and trains. 

The reason is foal “Eve teas- 
ing" - molesting or insulting 
women and girls — seems to have 
become a national pastime in 
major towns in India. 

‘“Eve teasing' is reaching hor-. 
rifying proportions," said Geetha 
VATICAN Cm'. Jan. 15 (R) - A special synod called to trv to heal Saiagopan. a girl from Bangalore 
breaches within foe troubled Dutch Catholic church began in Rome m 8011111 India * "Women are being 

with a plea to recognise “unity in diversity.” harassed by lewd comments and 

Pope John Paul yesterday opened foe synod, the first for one jokes, and are being deJib- 

in dividual country, with the words:' “This is an event without pre- irately jostled and shoved ro such 
cedent. Let us go forward with great love.” 

Tbe synod president Durcb Cardinal Jan WiUebrands, who 
spoke after the Pontiff, implicitly recognised foe deep divisions bet- 
ween conservative and progressive Catholics in the Netherlands. 

He said their church community was highly diversified , but that 
“its unify is made up of a genuine diversity of revelations, pastoral 
zeal and even of temporal choices. 

“We cannot carry' out our task except in the communion of the 
whole people of God, taking responsibility for and faithfully expre- 
ssing its concrete and diverse reality." 

The synod, expected to last about two weeks, was called because 
of increasing anxiety in conservative church circles over the inde- 
pendent path some sections of foe Dutch church arc following. 

Practices such as allowing former priests to teach theology. 

.sharing holy communion with protestants and a decline in private 
confession are at the centre of the controversy. 

_ The remarks of both Pope John Paul and Cardinal Willebrand 
indicated foe synod would seek to show the church was universal and 
diverse. 


and extent that it has become a 
hazard to venture out into the 
streets." 

Two girls in a hurry boarded a 
public bus in New Delhi only to 
discover that they were alone in it. 
Both the bus conductor and foe 
driver tried to molest them. In 
frustration, one girl jumped out of 
foe bus. A scooter rider saw her, 
gave chase to the bus. raised foe 
alarm and rescued the other girl. ' 

On another occasion a young 
girl in jeans and sleeveless top 
boarded a bus in the peak morning 
rush hour. Packed to suffocation, 
people huddled against each 
other. Suddenly the girl, whose 
.face showed increasing strain. 


turned round and shrieked at a 
middle-aged man next to her, 
“Stand back, you horrid creep." 
Flushed with anger, she accused 
foe man of indecent bchuviour. 

If these are stray incidents, what 
happened in New Delhi on a New 
Years Eve two years ago shook 
the city: mass molestation of 
women. It happened right in the 
heart of the town and its most fash- 
ionable area, Connaught Place. 

These incidents are typical of 
hundreds and thousands of cases 
of “Eve teasing" of single girls and 
women which go on day after day. 
They only come to the notide of 
the public when something 
unpleasant happens, like the girl 
jumping out of the bus. 

And yet cases are seldom 
reported to the police. Why? 
Indian women, conservative and 
timid, by nature and training, 
would rather endure these embar- 
rassments than lodge a complaint 
with the police. 

“She (an average Indian girl) 
just doesn’t want any bad publicity 
about her person which, once 
attached wifo her name, hinders 
her chances of a decent marriage,” 
says Professor Kumar, a sociolog- 
ist. And in a society where a girrs 
arranged marriage is one of foe. 


primary duties of a parent, a girl’s 
reputation as a chaste, tradition- 
bound virgin, docile and free from 
scandal, does matter. 

Who are foe teasers? “They 
belong ro all ages and classes of 
society, ranging from street vag- 
abonds to foe sons of the rich," 
says a report. 

Though foe menace of “Eve 
teasing" has recently gone out of 
control, its roots lie in foe trad- 
itions of Indian society. 

Tradition prohibits the inter- 
muting of foe sexes. Any friend- 
ship between a man and a woman 
is frowned upon as something 
unclean or essentially a clan- 
destine or "lust" relationship. 

This is in contrast to the West, 
where friendship between a male 
and female is considered quite 
normal. That is why a.Westem girl 
who comes to India for the first 
time, and is unaware of this aspect 
of Indian culture, is unable to 
understand the Indian male's 
attitude towards girls. 

Not surprisingly, Indian boys 
and men develop an exaggerated 
sense of curiosity about foe female 
sex. Repression of sexual desires 
makes them act as if all women 
were nothing but objects for sex- 
ual satisfaction. 

“I hate men who nurture the 
illusion that every woman is avail- 
able to them for their pleasure and 
all that they have to do is to make a 
choice," says Neelma Singh, a lec- 
turer in Bombay. 

This suppressed male desire for 
sex manifests itself whenever men 
get an opportunity, however 
.slight, to take advantage of a 
lonely girl. 

“Every lime I go out in a 
crowded bazaar. I'm tense lest 
someone pinches or nibs my bot- 


tom.” says 18-ycar-old Sheila of 
New Delhi. “Of course. I've got 
used to winking by men and just 
ignore it." 

Single Western girls travelling 
in India also get a share of this 
trouble in metropolitan cities, par- 
ticularly those of northern India. 
“A white giri is too much of temp- 
tation for an Indian man. I’ve 
heard of too many rape, moles- 
tation and hottom-pinchinc 
stories to take a risk of travelling 
in over-crowded buses and trains 
at rush hours." said 28-year-oid 
Ruth, from Britain. 

Ruth said that female Western 
visitors have to become used to 
men gazing at them with lustful 
eyes. But when someone starts 
making obnoxious advances 
towards them, they should 
scream. “Don’t take it quietly. 
Once you scream the chances are 
that someone decent enough 
would come to your rescue " she 
said. 

Ruth went on: “Most Western 
and Indian girls lend themselves to 
teasing with their careless way of 
dressing - unbuttoned shirts "and 
figure-revealing clothes. Those 
dressed in traditional Indian or 
European clothes are one no-one 
pays any great attention.” 

But this opinion is not shared by 
others. Thirrv-five-year-old 
Savita, a housewife, savsthot teas- 
ing is not restricted to young girls 
or decently dressed ones. Grown 
up women who dress modestly 
haven't escaped molestation. 
“The malaise (“Eve teasing") is 
too deep to be explained away so 
simply," says she. 

Another group of commen- 
tators ascribe teasing to the grow- 
ing influence of Hindi films. 
“They (Hindi films) somehow 


have given rise to a notion that 1 
girl can be won by whistling ar- 
singing, or that all girls are nyr,: 
phomaniacs,” says one observ'd 
Mr. J.P. Atray. a police offict 
thinks otherwise. According 1 
Mr. Atray, “Eve leasing" is due 
the notion prevalent in India tha 
girl is weak and cannot defe •' 
herself. “The root of the proble - 
therefore, is in the treatment 
the weaker sections, w hether it . 
one the economic, social or - 
individual front,” says Mr. Aft 
Others blame the trend on 
gradual erosion of parental c 
trol over boys and foe vir : 
break-up of die family system. ' 
a result the youngsters don't 
any cultural training. “There i 
Indian culture (where a worn: 
highly respected) in the cities, 
only filmy culture (a jibe at K 
films),” said an Indian sociolc 
Yet another observer th 
foat“Eve teasing” is done bv* 
rated unemployed males or 
sons of rich parents to relieve : 
sion. “Molesting and teasing 
is simply done to get kick: . 
thrills.” says a social worker 
AH this doesn't mean th? 
“Eves" in urban areas are : 
passive receivers of thfc* 
treatment. Recently they hu\ 
the courage to organise \ 
marches and present petiti ; 
the government. They ur^e , : 
leam self-defence technique 
judo and karate. i 

"Usually an ‘Eve tease 
coward,” says 19-year-oIc 
from Delhi. “Once you 
bad: wifo karate, judo orl 
safety pin, it shocks him. Ij 
foe ‘Eve tearing demon'} 
him for good.” 
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